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ccess to Justice C
onference unless otherw

ise noted as B
ar Leaders C

onference. C
onference participants are encouraged to cross over betw

een conferences.
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ashington State:
•

1,039,000 low
-incom

e
residents

•
ranks 22

nd in poverty
nationally

•
ranks 3

rd in poverty
grow

th rate over the past
10 years w

ith a 46%
increase since 1990

•
45%

 of fem
ale-headed

households w
ith children

under 5 live in poverty
•

m
inorities, w

om
en and

children are overrepre-
sented in the poverty
population

Civil Legal Needs Study
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ccess to Justice C
onference unless otherw

ise noted as B
ar Leaders C

onference. C
onference participants are encouraged to cross over betw

een conferences.
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W
ashington ranks 4

th in states
w

ith m
igrant farm
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orkers.

Farm
 w

orkers are tw
ice as

likely to be intim
idated or

fearful of seeking legal
assistance than the overall
population.

Civil Legal Needs Study
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Low
-incom

e people face m
ore

than 85%
 of their legal

problem
s w

ithout help from
 an

attorney.
Civil Legal Needs Study
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M
ore than 75%

 of all low
-

incom
e W

A households
experience at least one civil
legal problem

 each year, for a
total of 1 m

illion problem
s.

W
om

en and children have m
ore

legal problem
s than the general

population.
Civil Legal Needs Study
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A significant percentage of
legal problem

s experienced
by low

-incom
e people are

perceived to include a
w

rongful discrim
ination
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ponent. Discrim

ination is
perceived to be a barrier to
obtaining legal assistance.
The effect of discrim

ination
disproportionately falls upon
certain m

inorities, the
institutionalized, the
disabled and other definable
groups. Discrim

ination
appears in every category of
legal problem

s.
Civil Legal Needs Study
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Nearly 50%
 of low

-incom
e

people did not seek legal
assistance because they did not
know

 there w
ere law

s to
protect them

 or that relief
could be obtained from

 the
justice system

.
Civil Legal Needs Study
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If you can’t attend this session, be sure to check out m
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conference registration packet.
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Residents in rural areas have
less know

ledge of available
legal resources, few

er
resources are available, and
they have less access to and
success in obtaining legal
services.Civil Legal Needs Study
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W
ashington ranks 10

th in
states w

ith recent im
m

igrants.
Recent im

m
igrants report civil

rights issues at m
ore than 4

tim
es the average rate.
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