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Community Economic 
Development: Pro Bono for 
Business Lawyers 

Introduction by Kathleen Hopkins, 
ABA Business Law Section 
Committee on Pro Bono

Moderated by Julia Parsons Clarke, 
Perkins Coie LLP

Panelists: 
Paul Ambrosio, King County Bar 
Association Business Assistance 
Panel; Judith Andrews, Seattle 
Legal Clinic for Community-Based 
Nonprofit Organizations; Guy 
Lescault, A Business Commitment; 
Pierre Stroud, Volunteer Legal 
Services of the Bar Association of 
San Francisco 

This session will address strategies for 
linking business lawyers with pro 
bono opportunities where they can utilize 
their transactional skills (such 
as business, tax, and employment 
counseling, contract negotiation, and 
financing) to service pro bono clients who 
are either nonprofit organizations and/or 
are organizations working on community 
economic
development.

Grand Apple Ballroom 
North 

Immigration: Consequences You 
Need to Know for Criminal, Civil 
and Domestic Violence Cases 

Ann Benson, Washington 
Defenders Immigration Project; Matt 
Adams, Northwest Immigrants 
Rights Project 

What are the immigration concerns when 
non-citizens are parties in criminal, civil or 
domestic violence cases? The only hope 
most have of trying to avoid or mitigate 
harsh immigration consequences is to 
have competent counsel who can 
address these issues and the magnitude 
of the consequences. This workshop will 
give an overview of what you need to 
know.

Fuji

10:00 – 10:15 Break 

10:15 – 11:45 a.m.
“Update on Access to Justice 
Issues”

Followed by conference wrap-up 
(evaluations, drawings)

Topics will include status reports on the 
following:

Supreme Court’s Task Force on Civil 
Equal Justice Funding 
      Civil Legal Needs Study 
       State Legislation 

State and Federal Funding 

Washington State Technology Plan 

Washington State Communications Plan 

Proposed revision of the “Plan for 

Grand Apple Ballroom 
North 

Saturday, June 7 
7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration Main Lobby 
7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet 

First-time Access to Justice 
Conference participants should plan to 
go through the breakfast buffet at 7:30 
and take their breakfast to the Grand 
Apple North for the Conference 
Orientation

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South 

7:30 – 8:15 a.m. Conference Orientation for new ATJ 
conference participants, facilitated by ATJ 
Board members Judge Rebecca Baker 
and Chris Crowell 

Grand Apple 
Ballroom
North 

8:30 – 10:00 a.m.           Concurrent Sessions
Who Speaks for the Children?
Protecting Their Legal Rights and 
Needs

Caroline Davis, King County CASA; 
Karen Pillar, TeamChild; Casey 
Trupin, Columbia Legal 
Services/SYLAW and 
Julie Walters, Washington State 
CASA

TeamChild and SYLAW advocate and 
educate on behalf of children’s rights and 
needs; CASA helps give children a voice 
in the legal system. Learn about the 
important work they do, how you can use 
these resources in your work and how 
you can duplicate their efforts in your own 
community.

Red Delicious 

Getting the Word Out:  Educating 
Legislators and the Media about 
Equal Justice 

Justice Bobbe Bridge, Washington 
State Supreme Court; Erin Hyppa, 
Equal Justice Coalition; Pam 
Inglesby, Council on Public Legal 
Education; Gail Stone, Washington 
State Bar Association 

Everyone in the access to justice 
community can help build support for the 
movement by learning how to speak 
effectively with legislators and the media. 
Participants in this interactive workshop 
will leave prepared to help spread the 
equal justice message in their local
communities. No experience required! 

Fuji

Predatory Lending:  Fighting the 
Sharks

Merf Ehman, King County Bar 
Volunteer Legal Services; Melissa 
Huelsman, Law Offices of Melissa 
Huelsman; Nancy Isserlis, 
Columbia Legal Services; Bruce 
Neas, Columbia Legal Services; 
Bob Parlette and Rick Jerabek, Law 
Offices of Davis Arneil  

Learn about recent efforts to assist 
victims of predatory lending.  A 
distinguished panel will give an overview 
of predatory lending, share about specific 
cases they are litigating on an individual 
and class basis, discuss current 
organizing efforts to educate the 
community, and give an update on 
predatory lending legislation. 

Grand Apple 
Ballroom North 

“Update on Access to Justice 
Issues”

Followed by conference wrap-up 
(evaluations, drawings)

Topics will include status reports on the 
following:

Supreme Court’s Task Force on Civil 
Equal Justice Funding 
      Civil Legal Needs Study 
       State Legislation 

State and Federal Funding 

Washington State Technology Plan 

Washington State Communications Plan 

Proposed revision of the “Plan for 

Grand Apple Ballroom 
North 10:15 – 11:45 a.m.

“Update on Access to Justice 
Issues”

Delivery of Civil Legal Services to Low 
Income People in Washington state. 



8:30 – 10:00 a.m.      Saturday, June 7 
Bar Leaders Conference 

King County Bar Association 
Drug Task Force Report and 
Discussion

Roger Goodman, Director, King 
County Bar Association Drug Policy 
Project; Alice Paine, King County 
Bar Association Executive Director 

A recent comprehensive study of drug 
policies conducted by the King County 
Bar Association (KCBA) points to a new 
and different approach to drug policy 
centered on a major shift - a shift from 
drug abuse as an issue of law and order, 
to one of the public health. Roger 
Goodman, Director of the KCBA Drug 
Policy Project, will share study findings 
and innovative approaches emphasizing 
treatment and prevention rather than 
reliance on incarceration. Bar leaders will 
also learn how to involve their local 
membership in this significant statewide 
reform initiative to develop new drug 
policy and programs. 

Gala

10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Columbia Legal Services Board Meeting Blossom/Harvest 
10:15 a.m. – noon 

“Thomas Jefferson on the 
Constitution and Computers:
Technology and Equal Justice for 
All”

Featuring Clay Jenkinson as 
Thomas Jefferson 

Introduced by Pat McIntyre, 
Northwest Justice Project 

Moderated by Barry Mitzman 

Panel: Ricardo Garcia, Northwest 
Communities Education Center; 
Betty Gould, Office of the Thurston 
County Clerk;  Paul Lehto, 
Washington State Bar Association 
Board of Governors; Marlaina 
Lieberg, Pulse Data Humanware; 
Jon Ostlund, Whatcom County 
Public Defender’s Office; Amy 
Smoucha, Whitman County Legal 
Services  

ATJ Conference and Bar Leaders 
Conference plenary session, co-
sponsored by the Council on Public Legal 
Education

What opportunities and challenges do 
new information technologies present to 
the justice system? How might a 
"technology bill of rights" ensure equal 
access to justice? These and other 
questions will be addressed by Thomas 
Jefferson (as portrayed by renowned 
scholar Clay Jenkinson) and several 
representatives from the state's justice 
community. 

Orchard Exhibit Hall 

Facilitators: Deborah Perluss, 
Director of Advocacy/General 
Counsel, Northwest Justice Project 
and Professor David Boerner, 
Seattle University 

review the revised ABA Model Rules of 
Professional Conduct; to undertake a 
comprehensive study and evaluation of 
the ABA revisions; to consider the 
suitability of adopting the ABA revisions 
and commentary in Washington; to 
consider other appropriate changes to 
Washington’s Rules of Professional 
Conduct; and to submit its 
recommendations to the WSBA Board of 
Governors, which in turn is expected to 
recommend substantial revisions to the 
RPCs in October 2004. 

7:00 p.m. 

Libations: Life After the Lawsuit 
and the Legislature 

Reception co-hosted by Legal Aid for 
Washington Fund and the Access to 
Justice Conference 

Appetizers and no-host bar 

Grand Apple Ballroom 
South

Sunday June 8 
8:00 – 10:30 a.m. Registration Main Lobby 
8:00 – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet Grand Apple Ballroom 

South
8:30 – 10:00 a.m.                        Concurrent Sessions 

Bar Leaders Conference 

Important Issues in Your 
Association

Facilitator: Ray Gonzales, Public 
Defender in Yakima County 

Roundtable Discussion 

This roundtable discussion is directed at 
our presidents, program chairs, and 
others in local leadership. The moderated 
discussion will be centered on growth, 
member retention, program possibilities, 
professionalism, and how the WSBA can 
work with and help local bar leaders. 

Gala

4:45 – 5:00 p.m. 

Bar Leaders Conference 

WSBA Ethics 2003 Committee

This session will provide an introduction 
to an overview of the work of the WSBA 
Committee for the Evaluation of the Rules 
of Professional Conduct ("Ethics 2003 
Committee"), the purpose of which is to 

Gala



serve to advise law firms on how to 
create environments conducive to 
retaining minority attorneys. 

What We Have Here is a Failure 
to Communicate.  But, 
Hey…Let’s Talk. 

Amanda Brothers, Legal Aid for 
Washington Fund; Rebecca Elder, 
WSBA; Jean Holcomb, King County 
Law Library; Michele Jones, 
Columbia Legal Services and 
Threesa Milligan, Snohomish 
County Legal Services

The Purple Cow Players Present “Cool
Brand Luke,” a comprehensive statewide 
message on civil equal justice for ALL.
Whether we are seeking funding, 
volunteers, attention from media, 
legislators or the general public, together 
we can compellingly share the news that 
justice and access to it are fundamental 
and our organizations are here to provide 
it.

Grand Apple Ballroom 
North 

Crossing Borders Part II: The 
Practicalities of the ICWA by the 
Practitioners

Millie Kennedy, Tulalip Tribal Court; 
Commissioner Tracy Mitchell, Lewis 
County Superior Court; Hon. 
Theresa Pouley, Lummi Tribal 
Court and Cheryl Wolfe, Attorney 
General’s Office 

The Indian Child Welfare Act has been 
"the law" since its enactment in 1978. The 
intent is the protection of the best interest 
of the Indian child and the preservation of 
tribal integrity. Many misconceptions and 
misunderstandings surround the ICWA 
and the how, when, and why, it is applied. 
This workshop is intended as a practical 
guide.

Red Delicious 

“Strategic Intervention for Anti-
Oppression”

Interactive Advanced Session 

Presented by Dr. Leticia Nieto 

Please note that this session is 
suitable only for people who are 
already conversant with Dr. Nieto’s
anti-oppression frameworks, either 
from prior equal justice events, or 
from the introductory session earlier 
in the day at this conference.
Interested participants are asked to 
pick up a brief pre-conference 
assignment at the conference 
resource table before attending this 
session. 

Applied Inclusion, Diversity and 
Multicultural Competence and Anti-
Oppression Frameworks, including the 
development of situation assessment, 
communication and strategic intervention 
skills for day-to-day situations that arise in 
the course of our work in the justice 
system. Prior workshop participants will 
pre-identify several real life dilemmas and 
scenarios which they felt called for an 
anti-oppression response, but for which 
they felt unprepared to handle in a 
constructive way. Dr. Nieto will have 
participants work through the scenarios 
and develop solutions. 

Fuji

4:45 – 5:00 p.m. 

Bar Leaders Conference 

WSBA Ethics 2003 Committee

This session will provide an introduction 
to an overview of the work of the WSBA 
Committee for the Evaluation of the Rules 
of Professional Conduct ("Ethics 2003 
Committee"), the purpose of which is to 

Gala

noon – 1:00 Lunch

Access to Justice Board Awards 
presented by Colleen Kinerk, Chair, ATJ 
Conference Planning Committee 

Judicial Leadership Award 
Board for Judicial Administration, 
presented to co-chairs Chief Justice 
Gerry L. Alexander and Judge James M. 
Riehl

Civil Equal Justice Community 
Partnership Award 
Hate Free Zone, presented to Director 
Pramila Jayapal

Access to Justice Leadership Award
Pamela H. Feinstein, Director,  Eastside 
Legal Assistance Program 

WSBA Pro Bono Award
Presented by J. Richard Manning, 
President, Washington State Bar 
Association to Spokane County Bar 
Association Volunteer Lawyers Program 
(accepted by Holland McBurns) and 
Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association 
Volunteer Legal Services Program 
(accepted by Terry McCarthy)

Special Recognitions 

Grand Apple 
Ballroom South 

1:30 – 3:00 p.m.     Concurrent Sessions
“Strategic Intervention for Anti-
Oppression”

Introductory Session 

Presented by Dr. Leticia Nieto, 
M.A., Psy.D. 

This is an interactive introductory session 
suitable for those who have not yet had 
an opportunity to learn about Dr. Leticia 
Nieto’s anti-oppression frameworks from 
prior equal justice training events. This
training will focus on the complexities of 
working across significant differences and 
on understanding social dynamics 
including: diversity, social justice, social 
oppression and liberation, social group 
memberships, and social identity 
development. The training has a playful, 
dynamic and interactive approach. 

Grand Apple Ballroom 
North 



1:30 – 3:00 p.m.     Concurrent Sessions
Bar Leaders Conference 

Roundtable with the Washington 
State Supreme Court Justices 
and the WSBA Board of 
Governors

Gabe Galanda, President, 
Northwest Indian Bar Association, 
Chair-elect, WSBA Indian Law 
Section, and Associate, Williams, 
Kastner & Gibbs, PLLC 

Howard Graham, WSBA Governor 

Judge Judith Hightower, Municipal 
Court of Seattle and Ron Ward, 
WSBA Governor 

Joni Kerr, WSBA Governor, Judge 
Judge Ann Schindler, Court of 
Appeals, Division I
Nashra Rahman Facilitator, King 
County Bar Association Committee 
on Gender Equality in the Legal 
Profession

J. Richard Manning, President, 
WSBA Board of Governors and 
Bonnie Glenn, WSBA 2003 Bar 
Leaders Conference Planning 
Committee Chair 

An informal opportunity to discuss the 
following topics: 

• Indian Rights 

• Non-lawyer Members on the WSBA 
Board of Governors 

• Professionalism in and Image of 
Municipal and District Courts 

• The Glass Ceiling 

• Question & Answer Session 

Gala

McKnew, Northwest Disability Law 
Office

From Unemployment to Under 
the Influence:  Representation in 
Administrative Hearings  

Ellen Barton, Department of 
Licensing; Lisa Brodoff, Seattle 
University; Lynn Greiner, 
Unemployment Law Project; Adam 
Torem, Office of Administrative 
Hearings; Chief Administrative Law 
Judge Art Wang (moderator)

Administrative hearings are key parts of 
providing access to justice. A panel of 
judges and advocates discuss how 
lawyers, students, and lay persons can 
represent clients in public assistance, 
unemployment, child support, and driver’s
license hearings. Learn about different 
types of hearings and what can prepare 
you as an advocate. 

Red Delicious 

3:00 – 3:15 p.m.  Break 
3:15 – 4:45                                             Concurrent Sessions 
Bar Leaders Conference 

Diversity - Next Steps in the 
Legal Workplace
The Glass Ceiling Survey and 
Minority Attorney Retention Tips 

Justice Barbara A. Madsen, 
Washington State Supreme Court 

Nashra Rahman, Facilitator, King 
County Bar Association Committee 
on Gender Equality in the Legal 
Profession/Glass Ceiling Task 
Force

This session is dedicated to assessing 
the current climate of law firm life for 
women and minorities by: 

• Examining the results and findings of 
the 2001 Self-Audit for Gender and 
Racial Equity Survey. 

• Reviewing steps taken since the 
results were made public in 2002 to 
address the documented inequities.

• Taking a closer look at the work of 
one group, the Minority Advisory 
Council (MAC), created specifically to 
address the alarming attrition of 
minority women attorneys from 
private firms. The MAC produced a 
guide entitled Retention of Minority 
Women Attorneys: Strategies and 
Tips. These strategies and tips 
address issues unique to minority 
attorneys, and provide a business 
case for creating and maintaining a 
diverse workforce. In addition, the tips 

Gala

Americans with Disabilities Act:  
Removing Impediments to 
Transportation and Access to the 
Courts

Lonnie Davis, Washington Coalition 
of Citizens with Disabilities; David 
Lord, Washington Protection & 
Advocacy System; and Mary 
McKnew, Northwest Disability Law 
Office

Panelists will provide an overview of state 
and federal civil rights laws that apply to 
public transportation and will discuss 
strategies to improve the level of 
accessible transportation. Panelists will 
also share information about the 
accessibility of the courts to people with 
disabilities.

Fuji
serve to advise law firms on how to 
create environments conducive to 
retaining minority attorneys. 


