
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
 

SURVEY OF PUBLIC DEFENDER DIRECTORS 
 



 

   

WSBA DEATH PENALTY STUDY 
SURVEY OF PUBLIC DEFENDER DIRECTORS 

 
1. What is the population of your county? Greater than 400,000 _________ 
      100,000 to 400,000 _________ 
      Less than 100,000 _________ 
 
2.   Please provide the annual salaries of the attorneys on your staff who have experience 
in trying a death penalty case and to whom you may assign a death penalty case. 
(Exclude personnel who may have such past experience but now work in positions where 
they would not be asked to try an aggravated first-degree murder case.) 
 

Attorney 1 $____________________ 
 Attorney 2 $____________________ 
 Attorney 3 $____________________ 
 Attorney 4 $____________________ 
 
(Add more pages if necessary). 
 
If you have no such attorneys currently on staff, answer "N/A". 
 
3.   In addition to the attorneys listed in your answer to question 2, please provide the 
annual salaries of the attorneys on your staff who have experience in trying an aggravated 
first-degree murder case without a death penalty petition and to whom you may assign an 
aggravated first degree murder case without a death penalty petition. (Exclude personnel 
who may have such past experience but now work in positions where they would not be 
asked to try an aggravated first-degree murder case.) 
 
 Attorney 1 $____________________ 
 Attorney 2 $____________________ 
 Attorney 3 $____________________ 
 Attorney 4 $____________________ 
 
(Add more pages if necessary). 
 
If you have no such attorneys currently on staff, answer "N/A". 
 
4. What fringe benefits do attorneys in your office receive? 
 
 _____ Medical    ______ Dental   ______ Disability Ins.   _______ Pension 
 _____ Medical Ins. for the family  _____  Other _____________________________  
 
5. When your office assigns a capital case to an attorney at the trial level, is the attorney 
responsible for other cases while working on the capital case? 
 
   Yes _______ No_______ 



 

   

 
6. What is your best estimate of the cost difference to your office between trying a case 
to verdict as a capital case and trying it to verdict as a non-capital case, including costs 
for attorney and support staff compensation, experts, consultants and overhead? 
 
   $_____________ 
 
 
7. In your opinion, what is a fair and reasonable salary for a death penalty qualified 
attorney working for a non-profit or governmental public defender agency? 
 
   $______________ per year 
 
8. In your opinion, what is a fair and reasonable hourly rate of compensation for a 
private attorney in a death penalty case: 
 
 (a) Who is qualified under SPCR2 to serve as lead counsel? 
 

  $____________ per hour 
 
 (b) Who is qualified to serve as co-counsel? 
 
   $____________ per hour 
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