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lawforwa.org: The public's first stop 
for information on the law and civics 

 
The problem: 

Every day, thousands of Washingtonians need information about the law. When 
they turn to popular web search engines, they receive hundreds or thousands of 
results – which may not be relevant to Washington state law or even to the user's 
question. Who has time to sift through this haystack of information to find the 
single needle they need? 

 
The solution: 

The public needs one website it can go to with questions about the law and civics 
– a website that is reliable, comprehensive and easy to use. lawforwa.org  fills 
that need in Washington state by providing users with an easily searchable 
directory of the best websites on the topics that most affect our lives. 

 
What does lawforwa.org cover? 

The lawforwa.org  directory includes almost 2,000 links to carefully chosen 
websites that provide reliable and up-to-date information on: 

• how our legal system and government function; 
• how laws are made and changed, and what role the public can play in this 

process; 
• the role of lawyers, and how to find one; 
• legal rights and responsibilities; 
• legal information in a wide variety of areas, including family, housing and 

criminal; 
• how to prevent legal problems; 
• alternative methods for resolving disputes; 
• the role of elected and appointed officials, and how to contact them; and 
• how the law and government are portrayed in popular culture. 
 

  

 In addition, lawforwa.org offers special collectio ns of links for teachers and 
 journalists because of the important role they pla y in educating the public.  
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Who's behind lawforwa.org? 
 
 

The website is a partnership of several organizations. 
 
lawforwa.org is administered  by the Council on Public Legal Education and the 
Washington State Bar Foundation.  
 
♦ The Council on Public Legal Education, which was created in 2000, promotes public 

understanding of the law and civic rights and responsibilities. It pursues this mission 
by conducting, coordinating, encouraging and publicizing public legal education 
efforts in Washington State.  

 
♦ The Washington State Bar Foundation is a charitable organization dedicated to 

improving access to justice and promoting the study of law and research in the law. 
 
♦ The Council on Public Legal Education is an advisory committee of the Washington 

State Bar Association, a nonprofit association that operates as an instrumentality of 
the Washington State Supreme Court. Authorized to license the state’s 29,200 
lawyers, the Washington State Bar Association both regulates lawyers under the 
authority of the Court and serves its members as a professional association — all 
without public funding. As a regulatory agency, it administers the bar exam, provides 
record-keeping and licensing functions, and administers the lawyer discipline 
program. As a professional association, the WSBA provides continuing legal 
education for attorneys, in addition to numerous other educational and member-
service activities. 

 
lawforwa.org's content  was developed and continues to be expanded with assistance 
from students at the Seattle University School of Law and the University of 
Washington's Information School, School of Law and College of Arts and Sciences.  
 
The Catalyst Group in the University of Washington's Office and Educational 
Partnerships and Learning Technologies (EPLT) created lawforwa.org's technology  
and continues to maintain and improve its functionality. EPLT expands the ways in 
which the university works with diverse communities and supports the use of technology 
in teaching and learning.  
 
lawforwa.org's creation  was made possible with a start-up grant from the Paul G. 
Allen Charitable Foundation. Currently, the website's maintenance is underwritten by a 
grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

FACT SHEET 



 
 
 
 

 1

LAWFORWA.ORG'S  FEATURES 
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LAWFORWA.ORG'S  FEATURES 

 
 Information is easy to find on lawforwa.org . Users can enter words or  
 phrases into the Search box and receive useful results: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  Or users can find information through browsing the topical menus: 
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LAWFORWA.ORG'S  FEATURES 

   
  Reference tools help users understand how the website works,  

 as well as provide definitions of legal terms: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
  The "quick links" provide easy access to law and government  

 gateway websites: 
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LAWFORWA.ORG'S  FEATURES 

  Both the home page and section pages provide up-to-date news  
  briefs on current events in law and civics: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  "Spotlights" on the home page and section pages, which will be  
  replaced regularly, give users a few useful resources on select  
  law and civics topics: 
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