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lawforwa.org: The public's first stop
for information on the law and civics

The problem:

Every day, thousands of Washingtonians need information about the law. When
they turn to popular web search engines, they receive hundreds or thousands of
results — which may not be relevant to Washington state law or even to the user's
qguestion. Who has time to sift through this haystack of information to find the
single needle they need?

The solution:

The public needs one website it can go to with questions about the law and civics
— a website that is reliable, comprehensive and easy to use. lawforwa.org fills
that need in Washington state by providing users with an easily searchable
directory of the best websites on the topics that most affect our lives.

What does lawforwa.org cover?

The lawforwa.org directory includes almost 2,000 links to carefully chosen
websites that provide reliable and up-to-date information on:
* how our legal system and government function;

* how laws are made and changed, and what role the public can play in this
process;

» the role of lawyers, and how to find one;
* legal rights and responsibilities;

» legal information in a wide variety of areas, including family, housing and
criminal;

* how to prevent legal problems;

» alternative methods for resolving disputes;

» the role of elected and appointed officials, and how to contact them; and
* how the law and government are portrayed in popular culture.

In addition, lawforwa.org offers special collectio ns of links for teachers and
journalists because of the important role they pla  y in educating the public.
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Who's behind lawforwa.org?

The website is a partnership of several organizations.

lawforwa.org is administered by the Council on Public Legal Education and the
Washington State Bar Foundation.

¢ The Council on Public Legal Education, which was created in 2000, promotes public
understanding of the law and civic rights and responsibilities. It pursues this mission
by conducting, coordinating, encouraging and publicizing public legal education
efforts in Washington State.

¢ The Washington State Bar Foundation is a charitable organization dedicated to
improving access to justice and promoting the study of law and research in the law.

¢ The Council on Public Legal Education is an advisory committee of the Washington
State Bar Association, a nonprofit association that operates as an instrumentality of
the Washington State Supreme Court. Authorized to license the state’s 29,200
lawyers, the Washington State Bar Association both regulates lawyers under the
authority of the Court and serves its members as a professional association — all
without public funding. As a regulatory agency, it administers the bar exam, provides
record-keeping and licensing functions, and administers the lawyer discipline
program. As a professional association, the WSBA provides continuing legal
education for attorneys, in addition to numerous other educational and member-
service activities.

lawforwa.org's content was developed and continues to be expanded with assistance
from students at the Seattle University School of Law and the University of
Washington's Information School, School of Law and College of Arts and Sciences.

The Catalyst Group in the University of Washington's Office and Educational
Partnerships and Learning Technologies (EPLT) created lawforwa.org's technology

and continues to maintain and improve its functionality. EPLT expands the ways in
which the university works with diverse communities and supports the use of technology
in teaching and learning.

lawforwa.org's creation was made possible with a start-up grant from the Paul G.
Allen Charitable Foundation. Currently, the website's maintenance is underwritten by a
grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
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The mission of the lawfonva website s to give the

people of Washington easy access to information on the

lawy, the courts, the government, and civic rights and
respansibilities.

inthe news ...

Change Coming to Supreme Court

The President must soon propose to Congress a replacement for
retiring Suprerne Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor. To leamn
mare, read Mewsweek's analysis of the strategic choices Bush
must make, and see the YWashington Post's list of potential
candidates as well as law.com's list of key players. Also leamn
about Justice O'Connor's legacy in coverage from the Washington
Post.

Political Parties Challenge New Primary System

The state's new "top two" primary systern, approved by voters last
fall, is being challenged in court by the Demaocratic, Republican
and Libertarian parties whose nominations are no longer critical to

tha alartinn vrarace Raad ahaot tha lamal sennrmante nncthe

Prevent and Solve Legal Problems

In this area of lawforwa you will find resources for
preventing commaon legal problems, and far salving
them once they arise. Please choose one of the topics
below to see a list of resources or a list of subtopics.

Voting Rights for Ex-Felons: In order to vote in
Washington state, ex-felans must have paid off all
court-related debts. @ne arganization thinks this
discriminates agajrét low income people, and is trying
to change the situation through the legislature and a
lawrsuit. Regd about the debate over ex-felons' voting
rights in e Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

whtopics

Anirmal and Pet Law (23)

The Schiavo Case and Living Wills

!quick links

You, the Jury

"The Armerican system of trial by jury is
unigue. Mo other nation relies so heavily an
ordinary citizens to make its most
irmportant decisions about law, business

focus on
select
topics

The cortertious legal stustion surrogdding Terry Schisvo's life
and death has left many people wondering if they need & living

current events

Arbitration and Mediation (5)
Business Law (41)

Civil Rights and Liberties (28)
Consumer Law (117)

Courts (32)

Courthouse Facilitators (5)
Criminal Lav (132

Disability Law {43) .
Dornestic Wiolence (18)

Education (199

Elections (&)
Franlnwrmant (277

weill. Creating & living will may lead to other guestions about how
o best prepare for an unexpected death in the family.

= The website of the state Attorney General's office offers
govice on Dealing With Desth, inchuding pregparing for
desth (living willz, organ donstions and estate planning)
and what to do once & death occurs.

Extensive information on the Schiavo case, including
audioivideo archives and links to key documents, can be
found on the Mewsweek webste andthe CBS news
weehsite.
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Information is easy to find on lawforwa.org . Users can enter words or

search engine phrases into the Search box and receive useful results:

Search Results

You searched for: adoption

Results

Showing items 1 -5 of 31 Mext page =

Resource Description: Questions answered by the resource:

title Access to Birth Records & What is Washington's law regarding access to questions
http:#naic. acf hhs. gowpubs/l_acesth?. cfm adoption records? / answered by
) Source: Mational Adoption Information Clearinghouse o ‘What is non-identifying information in adoption the website
website ) ) records?
address Information an State laws regarding access to o What is identifying information in adoption
adoption records, which can be used as a starting recards?
website owner point fnrflunlher research. - " o .
full description + Whatis 3T diary brief .
description of
the website

Adoption - Documents for your Adoption
Attorney

http:fipublic findlaw. comsadoptiondlife_events/ffor
Snnreas Findlauw

need fram me?

Prevent and Solve Legal Problems

Family
Subtopics

General Infarmation (2)
Adoption (22
Child Abuse (5)
Child Custady (17}

Child Supportfalimony (23)

Domestic Yiolence - General Information {15)
Dormestic Yiolence - Washington State Law (4)
Diworce (21)

Gay/leshian Farnilies (5)

Legal Assistance (2)

Martiage (10)

Mame Change (17)

Parentage i3)

Wital Records (39)

v

Showing items 1 -5 of &

Resource Description:

Understanding Child Neglect

http:fAwwew. dshs wa. govigeninfo/undnegl. html
Source: Washington State Department of Social and
Health Services

General information about child neglect in Washington
and how you can prevent it

full description

Child Abuse Prevention Resources

Source: Washington State Department of Social and
Health Services

General information about child abuse prevention
services in Washington State. Includes DSHS?s
endharm hotline telephone number,

full description

Reporting Abuse of Children or Vulnerable Adults
hitp:ffwsen. dshs.wa. gow/geninfo/endharm. himl
Source: Washington State Department of Social and
Health Serices

General infarmation about reporting the abuse of
children and vulnerable adults. Contains telephone
numbers for D3HZ?s Endharm hatline.

full description

o What information will my adoption attorney

Or users can find information through browsing the topical menus:

Browse all the Lawforwa Resources on Child Abuse

Questions answered by the resource:

¢ What is child neglect?

o YWho can | contact if a child is being neglected?

« Where can | find information on child death
rates in Washington State?

o Where can | find an anline child safety guide?

« YWhat are signs of child abuse and neglect?

¢ Where can | find child abuse prevention
resources?

« VWhere can | get information about child abuse
prevention?
« Who should | contact ta report child abuse?

o What should | do if | know of a child or
wulnerable adult that is being abused?
+ VWho should | contact to report abuse?
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Reference tools help users understand how the website works,
as well as provide definitions of legal terms:

reference tools

|0Wf0r WA-org Your to Washington Stat.

Sieh |Wpe a question, phrase, ar keywords and click go @

Law and The mission of the lawfonwa website is to give the
Government

5 i people of Washington easy access to information on the
ereies law, the courts, the government, and civic rights and
responsibiliies

Prevent and
Solve Legal
Problems

Inthe news ...
Finding and
Working with Change Coming to Supreme Court

Lawyers The_F'reswdem must gnon propose to Congress a replacement for
retiring Suprerme Court Justice Sandra Day Of
more, read Newsweek's analysis of the stratg
Resources for must make, and see the Waihington Post's Glossaw
12 Teachers candidates as well as law.com's list of key pl
about Justice O'Connor's legacy in coverage Our glossary defines many legal terms and phrases that are relevant to everyday life - click on
Fost any letter to see its entries and find what you're looking for. If a letter - K, 3 Y, Z - 15 not there,
Resources for it rmeans we have no entries for it at this time. Please note that some of our other sections, such
the Media Pulitical Parties Challenge New Primary as Practical Law, may also link directly to a particular term ar phrase in this glossary.
The state's new “top two" primary system, a
fall, is being challenged in court by the Demoj ABCDEEGHLJLMMNOPQOQRSTU ¥ W

and Libertarian parties whose nominations an

tho clartinn renrcce Paad ahant tha lasal ay

Sample of terms you'll find inside:

Fcts reus Binding instruction codicll defamstion

ex post facto

fiduciary  guardian  habeas corpus  immunity  jurs
leading question  malain se  nominal party  opinion perjuny
quash  redirect examination  setbor  transtory  undue influence

woif dive welght of evidence

The "quick links" provide easy access to law and government
gateway websites:

|C|Wf0r WA_Org Your to Washington State

Search ITVPE & question, phrase, or keywords and click go | @)

Iquick links
fauick links
SR sl '/ ashington State Law

WWashington State Government
Wiashington State Legislature
Washington State Court Directory
WWashington County Government & Law
WWashington City & Town Government & Law
Washington Tribal Government & Law
Federal Government & Law

Legal Problam:

Law and Prevent and Solve Legal Problems
Government

LRI Child Abuse

Prevent and
Solve Leqgal
Problems

Browse all the Lawforwa Resources on Chil

Showing items 1 -5 of &

Finding and Resource Description: Questions answers

Working with Understanding Child Neglect
Lawyers httpciterewy. dshs wa. govigeninfo/undneql htral

Source: Washington State Department of Social and
Health Services

What is child neglect?
Who can | contact if a child is being neglected?
Where can | find inforrmation on child death
rates in WWashington State?
o

General infarmation about child neglect in Washingtan Where can.l find an qnllne child safety guide
and haw you can prevent it e ‘What are signs of child abuse and neglect?
full description Where can | find child abuse prevention
5“"1:"';?5 fog resources?

he Media

Resources for K-
12 Teachers

Washington Laws on Abuse of Children - RCW Where do | find Washington laws on child
26.44

abuse?
What are the rights of an alleged abuser?

Uit e thin seneadirae for neataetion coetade

http: A le wa gow/RCWindex cfrm?useaction=cha
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Both the home page and section pages provide up-to-date news
briefs on current events in law and civics:

current events

IOWforWA-org Your to Washington State

|Type a guestion, phrase, or keywords and click go @

Search:

Iquwck links j

E‘;‘:::r":imm The mission of the lawforwa website is to give the

Shim people of Washington easy access to information on the
lawe, the courts, the government, and civic rights and

responsibilithes

Prevent and

Solve Legal

Problems

inthe hews ...

Findinr and .
Working with Change Coming to Supreme Court Law and

The President must soon propose 1o Congress a r N
retiring Suprerme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Con
mare, read Newsweek's analys!s of the slrategic ¢ In this area of lawforwa you will find resources for
CELLNI LR G El rust make, and see the Washington Post's list of preventing camman legal prablems, and for salving
12 Teachers %E?ngl:;lﬁ:ﬁogs ‘I:]SEDD:;—?—%E% Prevent and them ance they arise. Please choose one of the topics

Past e Solve Legal belguter=me a list of resources ora fstsdgubtopics.

Prevent and Solve Legal Problems

Lawey ers
Overview

Resources ior Problems

the Media Poll | Parties Challenge New Primary Syst(
——————— ate's new "top two" prifary system, appeer
fall, is beimrekaile it he-frEmocratic
and Libertarian parties whase nominations are no

tho alartink nrnroce Doad shaot tha lasal aemorec

Voting Rights for Ex-Felons: In order to vote in
Washington state, ex-felons must have paid of all
court-related debts. One organization thinks this
discriminates against low incorme people, and is trying
1o change the situation through the legislature and a
Lt el |awsuit. Read about the debate over gx-felons' voting
fghts in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

Finding and
Workirg with
Lawyzars

12 Teachers
The Schiavo Case and Living Wil

Subtopics

Resources for
the Media The cortertious legal stuation surrounding
e SLELLY and death has left many people wondering
Arhitration and hediation (5) will Creating & living il may lead to ather ¢
Business Law (41) o best prepare for an unexpected death in

Civil Rights and Liberies (25)

"Spotlights” on the home page and section pages, which will be
replaced regularly, give users a few useful resources on select
law and civics topics:

focus on
select
topics

lawfor WA org gy e e

|Type a question, phrase, or kewwords and elick go @

Search: Iquwck links

t:?;:eﬂr't:ﬂnent The mission of the lawfarwa website is to give the
i people of Washington easy access to information opthe

law, the courts, the government, and civic rights ang
responsibilities

Prevent and
Solve Legal
Problems

inthe news ...

working with Change Coming to Supreme Court
The President must soon propose to Congress a replace

Lawyers

Resources for K-
12 Teachers candidates ag well as law.com's list of key players. Also learn
about Justice O'Connor's legacy in coverage from the Washingto!
Post

legfslafure and a
£:-felbns' vating

Resources for

the Media Pulitical Parties Challenge New Primary System The g Al
bl Thie state's new "top two" primary system, approved by voters last unique. No other nation relies so heavily an
fall, is being challenged in court by the Democratic, Republican ardinary citizens to make its rmost

anid Libertarian parties whose nominations are no longer critical to rmpartant decisions about law, business

tha clartinn wenrace Doad shad the lansl ary

The Schiavo Case and Living Wills

The contertious legal stuation surrounding Terry Schisvo's life
and desth has left many people wondering if they need & living
will. Creating & living will may lead to other guestions about how
1o best prepare for an unexpected death in the family.

Business Law‘(}iﬂ

Civil Rights and Liberties (25)
Cansurner Law (117)

Courts (32)

Courthouse Facilitators (5)
Cririnal Law (132)

Disability Law (43)

» The website of the state Attarney General's office offers
acvice on Dealing With Death, including preparing for
desth (living wills, organ donations snd estate planning
and what to do onoe a death oocurs.

# Extensive information on the Schisvo case, inl




