. [T]n Latin America, lawyers

mﬁpective soCieL

have been key actors in their

25, and

instrumental in shaping the basic
p(ﬁitical and judicial institutions

of new nation states.

HispanicAmerican Lawyers:
Benito Juarez and the Legal Tradition in Latin America

by Zulema Hinojos-Fall - W5BA Governor at Large

f August 1828, a 2z-year-old orphaned
Mexican youth began the stady of law
1 the pewly established Institute of Sci-
ences and Arts in Oaxaca, Mexico, The law
student, Benito Juarez, a Zapoled Endmn
became a g
digenous president of the
newly im.ie-apr-\m"k‘*:';l' Mc’x .

;l,.lkil(:‘.}: & [_H,,l!hlllt of a l{f’:gi:l].

eduration 15 an experience

shared in its general con
tours by many American-.
born Hispanic lawyers
practicing in the United
States ioday. Tn 1818, Berd-
0 Juarez ran away from
erting his uncle

haome, ¢
andd his duties as p shep-
herd iey the mountaing of
southern Mexico, 10 saek
learning in Caxaca, capital
of the southern Mexico o
stire of the same name, AL the nme hl
native village of San Pablo Guelatao bad
about a houndred inhabitants and tacked a
sehool. The city of Oaxaca had an esti-
mated popiation of 24,400, and the esth
prisstedd popuiation of the stale wis 413,000.
Approximately 88 pereent of the popuka
tiom were pure Diooced Mixtecs a nck Zapo-

Lers.
At thal time, the popuiation of Mexico
was aboul 6,500,000, including two o

three million pure-blooded Tndians. Indi-
ans penerally had no civil rights or access
to ecducation, Few of them spoke any Span-
ish at il But the most iroportant fact about
the Maexico in which Benite Juares lved

statesiman, and the fest i m-. '

and worked is that on September 16, 1810,
Mexico prociaimed its independence trom
iving his law degree
Juarez was to become ingtrmental in
shaping the independent Mexico af the

Spain, After red

- zoth century,

The 12-yearold puarez watked 41 rug
ged miles besween his village and Oaxaca
to arrive al the house where his sister
worked as a cook. He stayed and workec
there for a short time while he lonkerd for
snore permanent work, Soon ¢
Antonio Salanveva, a pios bookbinder
whin wore the habit of the Third Chder of
St Frants, offeres srenplery el i
a houseboy, and o send him 1o school to

learn 1o reac and write. Only a few days
after being o
household sothal juares would be permmit-
ted o stuchy at the semivary, Juarez wis
weel s a Catholic

¢ hegan 1o study Latin gramma

sived inlo Salanueva's

condirn
Juares
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without kpowing Spanish grammar or
having the benefit of any other elemnent
of a primary education, Eventaally, Juarez
waonild become fluent in Latin, Spasish and
French, He completed his study of Latin
gramimar in 18273, recetving the highest

graches. At that point, jua-
7 had obtained a strictly
wcctesiastical education
from clerical teachers.
Sakanueva's hope wis thal
Juarez would go on Lo
study theology and be-
come a priest, Juarez had

ather ideas,

In January 1527, Qasa:
ca opened i3 first civil
s, independent of the
clergy and designed for the
instruction of youth out
stde: the parochial systens.
Prior to the opening of the
institute, Oaxaca had no in-
stitution of higher learning
other than the serninary, where Quxacans
were aught only Latin grammar, philoso.
phy, elementary physics and theology. In
arder to follow a non-ecclesiastic
student had to possess sufllcient means
10 attend a school in Mexice City or a {or-
elge couniry. Juarez began his law studies
at the college in 1828, and the rest, as they

ol

TEE, H

say, iy history.?

E e rebevance of Hispanic lawyens
i the process of state-building o
woth century Latin America, of
which the Benito Juayes story is but one
famous example, i nol widely knownin

American legal circles. However, in Latin



America, lwyers have been key actors in
thetr respective societies and instrumen-
sl in shaping the basic palitical and judi-
cial institutions of new pation states. By
w0, Juarez was advocating direct elec
tions. On September 16, 1840, huaree, the
1 patrioti adedress

i

yoag! lawyer, defive
1o his fetow citizens in Qaxaca, opposing
indifference to civil rights and chasmplon
ing education. Juarez was the elected gov.
BrHos (1[“ ("')nx;'t('u T:‘ﬂ'm 1 7 tn ‘1?“'% In

e Santa Anra, Aller a p{-ari::.n.l af exile to
the United States, he became the chief ar
chitect of the revoluzion that overthrew
Ranta Anna. When Juarez, by
president in 1547, he transferred political
oles to the Mestizos
natioral comcic
ed in 80y and 1871

CATTME ACTINE

powet from the
and forged Mexi
ryeras. Hhewas re-ihec

5. Martinez, a graduate of Columbia Uni-
versity Sehool of Law, who was mstrumen-
tat ity the MexicareAmenican Legat Delense
Fundd’s efforts to expand the Voting Rights
Act 10 Mexican-Americans in 1975; and
Somia Setomayor, judge In the U5, Coun
C Apeeals for the 2nd Chrowtt, whe has
ot Tar beyond the South Bronsx
projects, where she grew up, to become
the first Poerio Biean woman to serve
HS. ¢ ot judge.
There are numerous outstanding His-
paric aklorneys in Washington. A few who
should be ynentioned, |
them as role imodels, include retiring Su-
preme Cowrt Justice CLZ Smith. s former
associate deas of the University of Wash-
tngton School of |
career includ
taty ko 15 Attorney
Kennedy, judgeships in Seattle muricipal

156w lonk, 1o

sw, whose distinguished

oE BErVIce dal as

neral Robert F

Today, there are more than 25,000 H ispanic-American
attorneys in the United States practicing in all areas of law,
serving in all levels of the judiciary, and working in all
branches of federal and state government.

Benito Juarez wrote proudly of his race
and humble origins, and he never forgot
his own people and his indian ancestey.
His remarks on civil rghts and self deter-
FEHRATIOT ¢ (]h(‘ll guested: “El respeto al
senerally tans
sect for the rights of others

”

dereches
fnted: "Re
equals pea

Toxlay, th

g

e dre more than 25,000 His
panic-American attorneys in the Uniled
States practicing in all areas of faw, serv-
ing in ali levels of the judiciary, and work-
ing in all branches of federal and state
government. According 1o the zooo U5
consus, Hisps
{453 miflion) of the nation’s ttal popula
tion, and 573,000 Hispanics hold an ad-
vanced degree. Hispanio bawyers are
gaining recognition in Ameri

W 325 percent

iR

slowly

Many of us are already familiar with a few
notables: Henry B Gonzaler, the first
Mexican-Arnerican ko repre
the 115, Congress af
Jepree, and

nt Texas In

ifter earning his law
the ‘!'m‘rm-*r 115

an the New Mexivo Suprerse Court; Viloa

and King County courts, and work as an
;:}[‘,}[,‘,)(:'li!'ﬂ(ﬁ(,’i ]'!']t:'fl"f‘l}.?(‘.‘.l" Q11 B0 5
task torces, inchading the LS.
] wtional Religious Freedom and
the: Stockholm Accords on Ethnie Cleans-
xd King County Supe-
Steven
former assistant LLS, astorney and cochair
] 'f:lll [])1'(1‘?&%6‘.(.’\.!'“

I.“.l‘.“y' Et H1frtl'?|'\(])!,iﬁ terrorist
threat, Ahmed Ressarm; Municipal Court
Judge Michaet H L.u“tm.‘lt:}, Wh

scial

OTISS IO

ity recently ele

rior Court Judge Conzaler, a

wovitive

SEHTY llw Vr:]m 0 t‘(ill(dll(m
srat Magistrate for the West-
ern District of Washington Judge Ricardo
Martines, who, as a f
senior prosecuting altorney dll:l E\.ln
Cossnty puglge, spearheaded the :mu..)vc;nm.!
drug-court prograrm in King County.
Sacliy, there are no Hispanic judg
rently serving in Eastern Washington
courls, However, Eastern Washington His

panic lawyers Hke Victor Lara, a distin-
guished practioner andt pitiar of the His-
parnie lc-«gal COMIMUNLY, and Myrna 1
Contrars

5, one of the longestpracticing

Hispanic attorneys in the state, who charm-
)

picns community vights from her personal
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Thc atmrncys at VEI '.E CH, C;ASTON & KENNEDY
are among a select few attorneys on the cutting edge of
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injury and faraily low practice, continue
tn kead and inspire s in Plerce County,
Superior Courl judge Sergio Armijo, a Viet-
rarn veteran, has served with distinction
on the bench of Plerce County municipal
and superior courts since 1991,

One last example: Jodge Reynakdo G
Garza of the sth Circuis Court of Appeals
andd the fivst Mexican-American o
as a federal judge. During the dep
he earned money as a laborer for the
Works Progress Administration to pay his
tuition at the University of Texas, snd ven:
tured into social activism after meeting a
congressional hopeful named Lyndon
johnson. The background and experiences
of Judge Garza, a first-generation: Amert
ran, are not too differem from th of
Renito Juarer And yet, in his blography,
All Rises Judge Garza recalled: "Tve always
said | hope | got the appointment because
| was qualified, not because 'm Mexican
American, but [ knew 1 had to do a good
jobs or else my actions would reflect not
only on my ability, but also that of other
Mexican Americans.” #

Ve

Zuleme Hinojos-Fall is the first Hispanic
American to serve on the Washington ‘)fu!v
Bar Assoctation’s Hoard of Governors. She
an adrinistrative judge for the LS. }-qtmf

Employment Opportunity Lomimission,

artment of Health, Education
Wi officiatly adopied the term
'."1‘1; 19/ ) h:r tlw T f develop:
w which H could
n nl‘:earing PUIpIOSEs. Althongh the
dcinpimn of the term “Hispanic” quickly led to
contraversy, other federal agencies such as the
Office of Management and Budget and the Bu
reau of Census soon followed suit in adopting
the term. According to HEW's guidelines, the
termn " Hispanic” e s Mexican, Puarts
Rican, Centeal American, South American, C
ibhean and Spanish peopies who share serme
commen culturat values, Hispanics can be ol
ary race. Flores Hughes, Grace, "Why the Term
spanic?” Hisponic, Seprembier 19906,

rhes Allen Smart, Viva fugres, | B Lippen-
cott Company, 1967,

3, Ax o (l in 1%1(* Wt“-t Indies and

mixed Furopean and lﬂci'lm‘l ancestry. Web-
ster'’s New Colleginte Divtinnary, 196, 532, 7th

4 th“( @ .‘mmh is honored as
hoth the Loren Miller and Hispai
ciations. His Fathey was Cuban and his mother
African-American

5. Lensise Ana Fisch, Reynal
lc xas A & M University Pross




