
Each year, the Board of Gover-
nors appoints a new treasurer. I 
am honored to have been unan-
imously selected by my fellow 

governors to serve as your treasurer for 
fiscal year 2016. It has been my plea-
sure to serve on the Budget and Audit 
Committee of the Board of Governors 
for the past three years. I particularly 
want to thank my immediate predeces-
sor, Ken Masters, for his outstanding 
leadership as your treasurer last year. 
In this column, I’d like to introduce my-
self and identify some of the important 
policy decisions that the Board will 
make this year. 

Law is a second career for me. I went 
to law school after gaining business and 
management experience in the bank-
ing world, where I was responsible for 
strategic planning, budgeting, market-
ing, operations, security compliance, 
and customer service. One of the most 

fulfilling aspects of my banking career 
involved helping low-income people 
purchase their first homes. Through 
that work, I saw how the law can make 
a big difference in peoples’ lives. This, 
as well as a strong family dedicated to 
public service, drew me to the legal 
profession. 

I’ve been honored to spend my legal 
career helping people in need: as a law 
clerk for the Greater New Orleans Fair 
Housing Action Center; as a civil rights 
analyst for the City of Seattle; as a pro 
bono attorney for adoption, immigra-
tion, and dependency matters; and cur-
rently, as a deputy public defender in 
Skagit County. 

I’ve also made it a priority to give 
back to our profession. Extensive 
volunteer work for the WSBA, which 
includes serving on the Board and its 
Budget and Audit, Diversity, Perfor-
mance Review, and Court Rules and 
Procedures committees, has given me 
a deep understanding of, and apprecia-
tion for, the many wonderful programs 
supported by the WSBA budget. I am a 
fellow and advisory board member of 
one of those programs — the Washing-
ton Leadership Institute. I have also 
served as liaison to the Council on 
Public Defense, Northwest Indian Bar, 
Korean American Bar, and Criminal 
Law section. I am also involved in the 
Skagit County, Loren Miller, Latino/a 
Bar and Washington Defender As-

sociations, as well as the Washington 
Association of Criminal Defense Law-
yers. I bring the knowledge gained 
from all of these experiences in my 
service as your treasurer  

During my term, the Board will 
make important policy decisions about 
the FY17 budget, 2018 license fees, 
and long range planning to support 
the Bar’s exceptional programming, 
services, and operations well into the 
future. Throughout the year, I hope to 
provide insight and solicit your feed-
back on these and other fiscal issues 
that face the organization. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.  NWL
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Don’t have your copy of NWLawyer on hand? Check it out online. There 
you’ll find back issues to December 2012. Enhanced features include 
active links, a robust search engine, and the ability to share articles 
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Keep it off your record, Keep insurance costs down 

JEANNIE P. MUCKLESTONE, P. S. 

PO BOX 565 
Medina,Washington 98039 

(206) 623-3343
mucklestone@msn.com
www.mucklestone.com

     •     Successful Results 
• Extensive experience 
• Former Judge Pro Tem in King County 
• Featured in Vogue magazine May ’03 as a top  

lawyer for women in Washington 
• Front page of Seattle Times “Drivers fighting 

tickets and winning” June 1, 2006 
• Visa/Mastercard accepted 
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