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2. Inactive 
Inactive members must not practice law in Washington, nor engage in employment or duties that 
constitute the practice of law. Inactive members are not eligible to vote in Bar matters or hold office 
therein, or serve on any committee or board. 

 
a. Inactive members may: 

1) Join Bar sections as non-voting members, 
2) Continue their affiliation with the Bar; 
3) Change their membership status to Active pursuant to these Bylaws and any applicable 

court rule; 
4) Request a free subscription to the Bar’s official publication; and 
5) Receive member benefits available to Inactive members. 

b. Types of Inactive membership: 
1) Inactive Member: Inactive members must pay an annual license fee in an amount 

established by the BOG and approved by the Supreme Court. They are not required to earn 
or report MCLE credits while Inactive, but may choose to do so, and may be required to do 
so to return to Active membership. 

2) Disability: Disability inactive members are not required to pay a license fee, or earn or 
report MCLE credits while in this status, but they may choose to do so, and they may be 
required to earn and report MCLE credits to return to Active membership. 

3) Honorary: All members who have been Active or Judicial, or a combination of Active and 
Judicial, members for 50 years may elect to become Honorary members of the Bar. 
Honorary members are not required to pay a license fee. A member who otherwise 
qualifies for Honorary membership but wants to continue to practice law in any manner 
must be an Active member or, if applicable, an Emeritusa Pro Bono member. 

 
3. Judicial 
a. A member may qualify to become a Judicial member if the member is one of the following: 

1) A current judge, commissioner, or magistrate judge of the courts of record in the State of 
Washington, or the courts of the United States, including Bankruptcy courts; 

2) A current judge, commissioner, or magistrate in the district or municipal courts in the State 
of Washington, provided that such position requires the person to be a lawyer; 

3) A current senior status or recall judge in the courts of the United States; 
4) An administrative law judge, which is defined as either: 

(a) Current federal judges created under Article I and Article II of the United States 
Constitution, excluding Bankruptcy court judges, or created by the Code of Federal 
Regulations, who by virtue of their position are prohibited by the United States Code 
and/or the Code of Federal Regulations from practicing law; or 

(b) Full-time Washington State administrative law judges in positions created by either the 
Revised Code of Washington or the Washington Administrative Code; or 

5) A current Tribal Court judge in the State of Washington. 
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5) A member of any type who has transferred to Inactive status during the pendency of a 
grievance or disciplinary proceedings may not be transferred to Active except as 
provided herein and may be subject to such discipline by reason of any grievance or 
complaint as may be imposed under the ELC, ELPOC, or ELLLTC. 

 
b. Transfer from Judicial to Active. 

 
A Judicial member may request to transfer to any other status, including Active. Upon a Judicial 
member’s resignation, retirement, or completion of such member’s term of judicial office, such member 
must notify the Bar within 10 days, and any Judicial member desiring to continue his or her affiliation 
with the Bar must change to another membership status within the Bar. 

 

1) A Judicial member who has complied with all requirements for maintaining eligibility to 
return to another membership status may transfer to Active by submitting an 
application for change to Active membership status and 
(a) paying the then current Active license fee for the member’s license type, including 

any mandatory assessments, less any license fee (not including late fees) and 
assessments paid as a Judicial member for the same licensing year; and 

(b) complying with the MCLE requirements for members returning from Inactive to 
Active. Either judicial continuing education credits or lawyer continuing education 
credits may be applied to the credit requirement for Judicial members transferring 
to Active. If judicial continuing education credits are applied, the standards for 
determining accreditation for judicial continuing education courses will be accepted 
as establishing compliance. 

2) A Judicial member wishing to transfer to Active upon leaving service as a judicial officer 
who has failed in any year to provide the annual member registry information or pay the 
annual license fee required of Judicial members to maintain eligibility to transfer to 
another membership status shall, prior to transfer to Active, be required to pay the 
Active license fee for the member’s license type any years the registry information was 
not provided or the Judicial fee was not paid, in addition to complying with the 
requirements of (a) above. 

 
c. Transfer from Emeritus Pro Bono to Active 

 
An EmeritusA Pro Bono member may transfer to Active by complying with the requirements for 
members returning from Inactive to Active. There is no limit on how long a member may be Emeritus 
Pro Bono before returning to Active status. 

 
d. Referral to Character and Fitness Board 

 
All applications for readmission, reinstatement or transfer to Active status will be reviewed by Bar staff 
and handled consistent with the provisions of APR 20-24.3. In all cases reviewed by it, the Character and 
Fitness Board has broad authority to recommend withholding a transfer to Active status or imposing 
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conditions on readmission to Active status, which may include retaking and passing the licensing 
examination applicable to the member’s license type. The member will be responsible for the costs of 
any investigation, examination, or proceeding before the Character and Fitness Board and the 
Washington Supreme Court. 

 

E. CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO INACTIVE 

1. Any member who is an Active, Judicial, or Emeritus Pro Bono member and who is not Suspended 
will become an Inactive member when the member files a request for Inactive membership with 
the Bar, in such form and manner as the Bar may require, and that request is approved. 

 
Effective January 1, 2012, a Judicial member wishing to transfer to Inactive member status upon leaving 
service as a judicial officer, who has failed in any year to provide the annual member registry 
information or to pay the annual licensing fee required of Judicial members to maintain eligibility to 
transfer to another membership status shall, prior to transfer to Inactive, be required to pay the Active 
license fee for lawyer members for any years the registry information was not provided or the Judicial 
fee was not paid. 

 
2. Members are transferred to Disability Inactive pursuant to Title 8 of the ELC, ELPOC, or ELLLTC. 

Any member seeking to transfer from Disability Inactive to Inactive member status must first 
establish that the member has complied with the requirements of Title 8 of the ELC, ELPOC, or 
ELLLTC, and then must submit a written request to make the change and comply with all 
applicable licensing requirements for Inactive members. 

3. All members who have been Active or Judicial, or a combination of Active and Judicial, members 
for 50 years may qualify for Honorary status. A qualified member may request to change to 
Honorary status by submitting a written request and any required application. 

4. An Active member may apply to change from Active to Inactive status while grievances or 
disciplinary proceedings are pending against such member. Such transfer, however, shall not 
terminate, stay or suspend any pending grievance or proceeding against the member. 

 

F. CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO JUDICIAL 

An Active member may request to become a Judicial member of the Bar by submitting a written request 
on judicial letterhead and any required application, and complying with the provisions of these Bylaws. 

 

G. CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO EMERITUS PRO BONO 

A member who is otherwise retired from the practice of law may become an Emeritus a Pro Bono 
member by complying with the requirements of APR 3(g), including payment of any required license fee, 
and passing a character and fitness review. 

 
Effective January 1, 2012, a Judicial member wishing to transfer to Emeritus Pro Bono status upon 
leaving service as a judicial officer who has failed in any year to provide the annual member registry 
information or to pay the annual licensing fee required of Judicial members to maintain eligibility to 
transfer to another membership status shall, prior to transfer to Emeritus Pro Bono, be required to pay 
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months of that calendar year and 25% of the full active license fee if admitted in 
Washington in the last six months of that calendar year. 

6) All members in their first two full licensing years after admission or licensure to practice 
law in any jurisdiction will pay 50% of the applicable full Active license fee. 

7) An Active member of the Bar who is activated from reserve duty status to full-time 
active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States for more than 60 days in any 
calendar year, or who is deployed or stationed outside the United States for any period 
of time for full-time active military duty in the Armed Forces of the United States will be 
exempt from the payment of license fees and assessments for the Client Protection 
Fund upon submitting to the Executive Director satisfactory proof that he or she is so 
activated, deployed or stationed. All requests for exemption must be postmarked or 
delivered to the Bar’s offices on or before February 1st of the year for which the 
exemption is requested. Eligible members must apply every year they wish to claim the 
exemption. Each exemption applies for only the calendar year in which it is granted, 
and exemptions may be granted for a maximum total of five years for any member. 
Granting or denying an exemption under this provision is within the sole discretion of 
the Executive Director and is not appealable. 

b. Inactive Members 
1) The annual license fee for Inactive members will be as established by resolution of the 

BOG and as approved by the Washington Supreme Court. Except for the amount of the 
license fee itself, the annual license fee payment requirements, including deadlines and 
late payment fees, for Active members will apply to Inactive members. 

2) Honorary and Disability Inactive status members will be exempt from license fees and 
assessments, unless otherwise provided by Supreme Court order. 

 
c. Judicial Members [Effective January 1, 2012] 

 
Judicial members who wish to preserve eligibility to transfer to another membership status upon leaving 
service as a judicial officer must pay the annual license fee established by the Bar and as approved by 
the Supreme Court. Except for the amount of the license fee itself, the annual license fee payment 
requirements, including deadlines and late payment fees, for Active members apply to Judicial 
members; however, Judicial members are not subject to administrative suspension for nonpayment of 
license or late payment fees. 

 
d. Emeritus Pro Bono Members 

 
Emeritus Pro Bono members must pay the annual license fee required of Inactive members with the 
same type of license unless the member qualifies for the license fee waiver as provided for in APR 
3(g). Except for the amount of the license fee itself, the annual license fee payment requirements, 
including deadlines and late payment fees, for Active members apply to Emeritus Pro Bono members. 
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IX. COMMITTEES, COUNCILS, AND OTHER BAR ENTITIES 

A. GENERALLY 

1. The work of the Bar shall be accomplished by the BOG, the officers, and the Bar staff. To 
facilitate the work of the Bar in accordance with its purposes as provided in Article I, the BOG 
may delegate such work to an appropriate Bar entity, such as sections, committees, councils, 
task forces, or other Bar entity, however that may be designated by the BOG. 

2. The work of any Bar entity established by the BOG must: 
a. have a defined scope that requires the active and continuing attention of the BOG; 
b. further the Bar’s Guiding Principles and/or the purposes of the Bar outlined in General Rules 

promulgated by the Supreme Court; and 
c. enhance consideration of a topic that is beyond the time and expertise of the BOG and staff 

by incorporating expertise and additional viewpoints from the broader community. 
3. A list of the current committees, councils, and task forces, and their functions, will be 

maintained by the Executive Director. The BOG may terminate any recurring committee 
whenever in its opinion such committee is no longer necessary. Any nonrecurring Bar entity 
shall automatically terminate pursuant to the terms of its charter or originating document. 

4. Governors appointed to serve as BOG liaisons to any Bar entity are not voting members. 
However, if a Governor is appointed as a member of any Bar entity, then he or she may vote in 
accordance with the terms of the charter or originating document for that entity. 

 

B. COMMITTEES AND OTHER BAR ENTITIES 

1. Committees 
 

Committees are created and authorized by the BOG to study matters relating to the general purposes 
and business of the Bar which are of a continuous and recurring character. The number, size, and 
functions of each committee will be determined from time to time by the BOG. 

 
a. Committee members, Chairs, and Vice Chairs must be Active members of the Bar. 

Exceptions: (a) up to two Emeritus Pro Bono members are permitted to serve on the Pro 
Bono Legal Aidand Public Service Committee (PBLACPBPSC) and may be appointed to serve 
as the Chair, Co-Chair, or Vice-Chair of that committee; and (b) faculty of Washington state 
law schools who are not Active members of the Bar are permitted to serve on the 
Committee on Professional Ethics (CPE). 

b. Committee members are appointed by the BOG. Appointments to committees are for a 
two-year term unless the BOG determines otherwise. A committee member’s service on 
any committee is limited to two consecutive terms, after which the member cannot be 
reappointed to that committee for three years, subject to individual exceptions for cause as 
approved by the BOG. Appointments to the Legislative Committee will be made pursuant to 
the written BOG policy for that committee. 
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B. ESTABLISHING SECTIONS 

1. The BOG will consider the establishment of a new section on a petition and report endorsed by 
at least 150 Active members of the Bar. Any such petition must be filed with the Executive 
Director at least one BOG meeting prior to the meeting at which action on the proposal is 
contemplated and must substantially set forth: 
a. The contemplated purpose of the section, which will be within the purposes of the Bar and 

not in substantial conflict with the purpose of any existing section or committee, the 
continuance of which is contemplated after the section is established; 

b. Proposed bylaws of the section, which must contain a definition of its purpose; 
c. The names of any proposed committees of the section; 
d. A proposed budget of the section for the first two years of its operation; 
e. A list of members of the Bar who have signed statements that they intend to apply for 

membership in the section; 
f. A statement of the need for the proposed section. 

2. The BOG may create a new section by combining sections as set forth in these Bylaws. 
 

C. MEMBERSHIP 

1. Any Active member of the Bar may be a voting member of a section and eligible for election to 
office in the section upon paying the annual dues established by the section. Inactive members 
may not be voting members of sections. 

2. If provided for in the section bylaws, any Emeritus Pro Bono member pursuant to APR 8(e)3(g), 
Judicial member, House Counsel under APR 8(f), professor at a Washington law school (whether 
licensed in Washington or not), or any lawyer who is a full time lawyer in a branch of the military 
who is stationed in Washington but not licensed in Washington, may be a voting member of the 
section and eligible for election to office in the section. 

3. Law students will be allowed to be nonvoting members of any section at a standard annual dues 
amount set by the BOG. 

4. Sections may adopt bylaw provisions authorizing inactive members, and others not eligible for 
section membership as voting members, to be nonvoting members or “subscribers” of the 
section. 

 

D. DUES 

Dues will be paid annually in the amount determined by the section executive committee and approved 
by the BOG. Any person who fails to pay the annual dues will cease to be a member of the section. 

 

E. BYLAWS AND POLICIES 

Sections are subject to all Bar Bylaws, policies, and procedures. Each section must have bylaws 
consistent with the Bar Bylaws. Amendments to section bylaws may be made by a majority vote of the 
voting executive committee members or by a majority vote of section members present at a section 
meeting. Section bylaws or amendments thereof will become effective when approved by the BOG. 
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