FILED
SUPREME COURT
STATE OF WASHINGTON
JANUARY 8, 2021
BY SUSAN L. CARLSON
CLERK

THE SUPREME COURT OF WASHINGTON

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUGGESTED
AMENDMENTS TO LIMITED LICENSE LEGAL
TECHNICIAN RULES OF PROFESSIONAL
CONDUCT (LLLT RPC) 1.0B—ADDITIONAL
TERMINOLOGY; LLLT RPC 1.5—FEES; LLLT
RPC 7.1—COMMUNICATION CONCERNING AN
LLLT’S SERVICES; LLLT RPC 7.2—
ABVERHSING-RESERVED; LLLT RPC 7.3—
BPIRECTHFCONTACTWHHH-PROSPECTHNVE
CHIENTS SOLICITATION OF CLIENTS; LLLT
RPC 7.4—COMMUNICATHONOFHELDSOF
PRAGCHCGEAND-SPECIALIZAHON RESERVED;
LLLT RPC 7.5—FHRM-NAME-AND
LEFFERHEADS RESERVED

ORDER

NO. 25700-A-1334

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

The Limited License Legal Technician Board, having recommended the expeditious
adoption of the suggested amendments to Limited License Legal Technician Rules of
Professional Conduct (LLLT RPC) 1.0B—Audditional Terminology; LLLT RPC 1.5—Fees;

LLLT RPC 7.1—Communication Concerning an LLLT’s Services; LLLT RPC 7.2—

Advertising Reserved; LLLT RPC 7.3—Direct-Contact- With-Prospective-Chients Solicitation of

Clients; LLLT RPC 7.4—Cemmunication-of Fields-of Practice-and-Specialization Reserved,;
LLLT RPC 7.5—Fim-Name-and-Letterheads Reserved, and the Court having considered the

suggested amendments, and having determined that the suggested amendments will aid in the

prompt and orderly administration of justice;
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ORDER

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS TO LIMITED LICENSE LEGAL
TECHNICIAN RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT (LLLT RPC) 1.0B—ADDITIONAL
TERMINOLOGY; LLLT RPC 1.5—FEES; LLLT RPC 7.1—COMMUNICATION
CONCERNING AN LLLT’S SERVICES; LLLT RPC 7.2—ADVERHSING-RESERVED,;
LLLT RPC 7.3—BIRECTFCONTACTWHTHPROSRPECTIVE-CLIENTS SOLICITATION OF
CLIENTS; LLLT RPC 7.4—COMMUNICATHON-OFFIELDS-OF PRACHCE-AND
SPRECIALIZATION RESERVED; LLLT RPC 7.5—FHRM-NAME-ANDB-LETFERHEADS
RESERVED

Now, therefore, it is hereby

ORDERED:

@ That the suggested amendments as attached hereto are adopted.

(b) That pursuant to the emergency provisions of GR 9(j)(1), the suggested
amendments will be expeditiously published in the Washington Reports and will become

effective upon publication.

DATED at Olympia, Washington this 8th day of January, 2021.
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LLLT RPC 1.0B

TITLE
Limited License Legal Technician Rules of Professional Conduct

RULE 1.0B. ADDITIONAL TERMINOLOGY

(a)-(h) Unchanged.

Comment

[1]-[2] Unchanged.

[3] The terms “firm” and “law firm” are used interchangeably in the Lawyer RPC and also
in these Rules. An LLLT should be cautious, however, in using the words “law firm” to
describe a law practice that includes only LLLTs. The name and description of an LLLT’s

practice should not imply that a lawyer is associated with the firm unless that is the case.

lawyerinelude-the-words—Tegal Technietan"Any firm name used for an LLLT practice that

does not include a lawver must include the words “Legal Technician.” See LLLT RPC cmt.

2.
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LLLT RPC 1.5

TITLE
Limited License Legal Technician Rules of Professional Conduct

RULE 1.5. FEES

(a)-(f) Unchanged.

Comment

[1]-[2] Unchanged.

[3] Under the circumstances specified in Lawyer RPC 1.5(e), a lawyer may agree to a
division of a fee either with another lawyer who is not in the same firm or with an authorized
lawyer referral service. By contrast, paragraph (e) of this Rule categorically prohibits an
LLLT from dividing a fee. An LLLT may pay the usual charges of an LLLT referral service.
See Rule 7.23(eb).

[4] - [5] [Unchanged.]
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LLLTRPC71,7.2,73,74,7.5

TITLE
Limited License Legal Technician Rules of Professional Conduct

RULE 7.1. COMMUNICATION CONCERNING AN LLLT’S SERVICES

(@) An LLLT shall not make a false or misleading communication about the LLLT or the
LLLT's services. A communication is false or misleading if it contains a material
misrepresentation of fact or law, or omits a fact necessary to make the statement considered

as a whole not materially misleading.

(b) In all communications about the LLLT or the LLLT’s services, an LLLT shall

communicate the fact that the LLLT has a limited license to practice in the particular fields

of law for which the LLLT is licensed, and shall not state or imply that an LLLT is licensed

to practice in any other areas of law, or has an unlimited license to practice law in any area

of law.

Comment

[1] Fhis—RuleSubsection (a) was—adapted—fromis based on Lawyer RPC 7.1 with no

substantive changes and the comments to Lawyer RPC 7.1 applyies to LLLTSs analogously.

See also APR 28(H)(1) (prohibiting an LLLT from making any statement that the LLLT can

or will obtain special favors from or has special influence with any court or governmental

agency).

[21  If there are no lawyers in the firm, any firm name used by an LLLT in private practice

shall include the words "Legal Technician."
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LLLTRPC71,7.2,73,74,7.5

RULE 7.2 Advertising]lRESERVED.]
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LLLTRPC71,7.2,73,74,7.5

RULE 7.3. BARECTFCONTACT WATH-PROSRECTIVE CHIENTSSOLICITATION

OF CLIENTS

(@)

real-time-electronic-contactmay solicit professional employment from-a-prospective-chent
r-unless-the

(1) isalawyerorantbbFthe solicitation is false or misleading;
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LLLTRPC71,7.2,73,74,7.5

)

LLLT knows or reasonably should know that the physical, emotional, or mental state of the

subject of the solicitation is such that the person could not exercise reasonable judgment in

employingan LLLT;

sepvice-the subject of the solicitation has made known to the LLLT a desire not to be solicited

by the LLLT: or

(4) the solicitation involves coercion, duress, or harassment.

(b) An LLLT shall not selicit—professional-employmentfrom—aprospective—client-by

give or promise anything of value to, a person who is not an employee or LLLT in the same

firm for the purpose of recommending or securing the services of the LLLT or law firm,

except that an LLLT may:

1)

LLLET-ofpay the reasonable cost of advertisements or communications permitted by LLLT

RPC 7.1, including online group advertising;

(2) thesolicitationinveolves-coercion,-duress-er-harassment.pay the usual charges of a legal

service plan or a not-for-profit LLLT referral service;
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LLLTRPC71,7.2,73,74,7.5

(3) pay for a law practice in accordance with LLLT RPC 1.17;

(4) refer clients to a lawyer or to another LLLT or other nonlawyer professional pursuant

to an agreement not otherwise prohibited under these rules that provides for the other person

to refer clients or customers to the LLLT, if:

(i) the reciprocal referral agreement is not exclusive, and

(i1) the client is informed of the existence and nature of the agreement;

(5) give nominal gifts that are neither intended nor reasonably expected to be a form of

compensation for recommending an LLLT’s services.

(c) [Reserved.]

by the plan:[Reserved.]

Comment
[1] This Rule was-adapted-fremis based on Lawyer RPC 7.3 with no substantive changes
except to reflect that LLLTs may solicit employment from lawyers as well as other LLLTSs,

and that referral services may refer to both lawyers and LLLTs. FhisRuleThe comments to

Lawyer RPC 7.3 applyies to LLLTs analogously.
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LLLTRPC71,7.2,73,74,7.5

[2] This Rule prohibits LLLTs from paying others for referrals. See also Rule 1.5(e)

(prohibiting the division of fees with another LLLT or lawyer who is not in the same firm as

the LLLT); Rule 5.4 (subject to Rule 5.9, prohibiting the sharing of fees with anyone who is
notan LLLT).

RULE 74 COMMUNICATION OF  HIELDS OF  PRACTICE  AND

SPECIALIZATHON[RESERVED. ]
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LLLTRPC71,7.2,73,74,7.5
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