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Press and Outreach Update: July 8, 2024 

 

Press 

• DEI Pathways Summit 
 

Statistics 

LLLT Statistics: 

 Active LLLTs: 76 
 Inactive LLLTs: 9 
 Suspended LLLTs: 1 
 Voluntarily resigned: 8 
 Emeritus Pro Bono: 1 

 
 

Meetings/Events 

 
Upcoming Events: 
 September 9, 2024 In-person LLLT Board Meeting 

 

http://www.wsba.org/


PATHWAYS TO LEGAL 
DIVERSITY SUMMIT

	 DATE: 	�Thursday, September 12. 2024,  
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

An optional social event welcoming those staying in 
Ellensburg will take place the evening of Wednesday, 9/11.

	 LOCATION: 	In-Person Event at
		  Central Washington University 
		  Ellensburg, WA

Join a convening of leaders working to increase 
diversity in the Washington legal profession. 

We invite anyone invested in a diverse and 
thriving legal system that is equipped to address 
the needs of communities facing the greatest 
barriers to justice.

Sign up for updates
https://forms.gle/hm1VAt96XeiHPaBGA

SAVE 
THE DATE:

9/12/24

Diversity Equity and Inclusion Council

https://forms.gle/hm1VAt96XeiHPaBGA




Application for Continuing Membership in DEI Council and LT Board: 
 
I would be honored to continue serving on both of these entities. While, as of this date, I have 
not yet been confirmed as a member of the LT Board, I have recently been approved to fill an 
open seat. I also look forward to staying on the LT Board for a full term. 
 
The combination of my diverse skills and life experiences allows me to bring a unique and 
valuable perspective to each entity.  
 
My journey to my licensure on June 1, 2021 as a Limited License Legal Technician (LLLT) has 
been profound.  I returned  to school decades after completing my paralegal certification in 
2003. As an older, female, disabled student and practitioner, I have gained experience and 
insight into the difficulties each of these marginalized communities face. My goal for choosing 
this career path at this time in my life included the broader goal of serving the public as well as 
my personal  goals ensuring financial stability in “retirement” and a flexible work environment 
which would accommodate my disability. As a dedicated and successful practitioner, I am 
enthusiastic about volunteering my time and skills to serve the Board for the benefit of the legal 
profession.  
 
Due to my disabilities, it took me almost six years to accomplish the tasks necessary to become a 
LT. Compared to attorneys, LTs may be small in number but we are not short on passion or 
dedication and our inclusion on professional boards that make policy across the legal 
community is valuable to the legal profession and the communities we serve.  
 
My life experiences provide unique windows of understanding for many folks challenged in our 
community. These experiences help me have empathy for poor people, people who are disabled, 
age-discrimination, discrimination against women, and support my ability to add to both the 
DEI Council and the LT Board because of them. 
 
When I was a young mother, I experienced abandonment by my spouse, needing “welfare” to 
survive, managing life as a single parent of two, and also learning how to become a volunteer 
lobbyist for poverty advocacy organizations such as Welfare Rights Organizing Coalition and 
Fair Budget Action Campaign. I also had to deal with the challenges of  limited medical 
infrastructure for people on Medicaid. 
 
Following my experience with intimate partner violence, I went to my state legislator because I 
found that the Department of Licensing was then selling personal information to anyone who 
paid a $2 fee (in 1987) and I was scared of my ex-spouse finding me and my children. In 1988, 
the State Legislature passed the “Address Confidentiality Program” statute (RCW Title 40.24), 
the first protection of domestic violence survivors’ addresses such as this in the entire United 
States. Afterward, numerous other states modeled Washington State statutes to create similar 
programs. 
 
More currently, after certifying as a Certified Professional Guardian, I took up Guardian ad 
Litem appointments for King County in 2007 for Title 11 incapacitated people. I continue to be 
appointed and have remained on the registry every year. This dimension of my work experience 
has given me insight about the needs of those who face the hurdles of incapacitation with 
respect to the legal system. Now that minor guardianship (Title 11) has been added to the 
permitted scope for legal technicians, I am excited to focus my practice on that arena, where 
people need help and are having huge issues finding those who know how to help them. 
 



With other efforts, in 2006, I wrote and published a book on personal finance called, Money 
Sucks! Money Strategies for Real Life. I was an accountant at that time and had teenage sons 
that I wanted to help teach how to take good care of their finances for a successful launch as 
adults. The book was short by design, easy to read, with large fonts and lots of “white space” to 
make it accessible to sight-impaired or to those who did not read well. 
 
In 2008, along with issuing a Second Edition of Money Sucks!, I also formed a non-profit 
501(c)3 that focused on financial literacy, hoping to further support youth and underserved 
communities. I founded Financial Literacy Is Essential (FLIE). The non-profit still exists today. 
 
Along with establishing a publishing company to self-publish my book, I became connected to a 
man who had written a new legal analysis of the trial of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg that was 
extensively researched and included some very new documentation proving that the Rosenbergs 
had been falsely put to death by the highest levels of our government. I helped David Alman 
(and co-author Emily Alman, his deceased wife) publish this book in 2010.  
 
Exoneration: The Trial of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and Morton Sobell – Prosecutorial 
deceptions, suborned perjuries, anti-Semitism, and precedent for today’s unconstitutional 
trials draws a direct line from that terrible trial to the bifurcation of the Supreme Court into a 
“civil” court and a “national security” court apparatus. I am extremely proud of this contribution 
to the history of our court system. 
 
I thank you for considering me for these board positions. 
 



Miryam Gordon 
12345 Lake City Way NE #200 

Seattle, WA 98125 
(425) 298-3567 (message) 

Miryam@LLLT4familylaw.com 
 

 
Limited-License Legal Technician 

 
Skills and Experiences ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Limited-License Legal Technician 6/2021–current 
Solo practitioner in family law, Washington State Bar Association #157LLLT 
 
Contract Paralegal 2015–current
   
 Project-based work, by the case, typically in family law. 

 Adept in managing projects and priorities 
 Excellent management of clients’ needs 
 Clear writing and drafting of legal documents (trial briefs, petitions, motions) 

 
Intern – Moderate Means Program (WSBA) 2015–2017 

Program providing legal services for potential clients earning 
between 200-400% federal “poverty” level 

 
Court Visitor/Guardian ad Litem (Title 11 King County) 2007–current 

Court-appointed services to investigate the need for guardianships. 
Also Minor Guardianships Court Visitor and Guardian ad Litem 

 
Freelance Theater Reviewer 2007–current 
 Miryam’s Theater Musings 

(https://miryamstheatermusings.blogspot.com) 
 Founder of the Gypsy Rose Lee Awards for theater excellence 2011-2020. 
 
Owner/ Business Manager, EclecTech Consulting Accounting Services     12 years 

Management, accounting services and software installation for small 
businesses.  

 
Educational and Training Accomplishments ------------------------------------------------------  
BA, University of California at Santa Cruz 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Training, Dispute Resolution Center of Everett 
Investigative training through Seattle-King County Defender Association  
Previously Licensed: Certified Professional Guardian, State of WA (self-decertified) 
Previously Certified Paralegal by NFPA 
  





























Theodore M. Cropley 
 

May 31, 2024 
 
Washington State Bar Association 
 

Re:  Volunteer Positions 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 

I am writing to express my interest in three volunteer membership opportunities with the 
Washington State Bar Association: the Board of Bar Examiners, the Limited License Legal 
Technician Board, and the Court Rules & Procedures Committee.  I believe that my extensive 
experience makes me an excellent candidate for these positions.  In my legal career, which has 
been exclusively in public service for over 25 years, I have had the opportunity to represent the 
People of Washington and California in matters ranging from prosecuting misdemeanors in 
county district courts to arguing before the California Supreme Court, Washington State 
Supreme Court, and the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  With my 
experience, I will be able to immediately provide important input to the work of these boards 
and committees. 

As a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in Jefferson County, Washington, I was the sole prosecutor 
in over 60 criminal jury trials, mainly involving DUIs and domestic violence offenses, and 
handled all RALJ appeals in superior court.  I also negotiated over 400 plea agreements with 
defense counsel.  As such, I became intimately familiar with court rules and procedure. 

After moving back to California and spending four years as a Child Support Program Attorney 
with the County of San Diego, representing the County in Superior Court in paternity and child 
support matters, I joined the California Department of Justice.  For over 13 years, I was a 
Deputy Attorney General representing the People of California at trial, on appeal, and in post-
conviction proceedings.  I filed over 250 briefs in state and federal courts, including the United 
States Supreme Court and the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, responding 
to appeals and petitions for writs of habeas corpus.  I argued 38 times in the California Court of 
Appeal, five times in the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and four times in 
the California Supreme Court.  I also conducted evidentiary hearings in federal district court.  
Furthermore, I served as Supervising Deputy Attorney General responsible for supervising the 
legal work of the attorneys on my office’s Trial Team, on my office’s Federal Habeas Corpus 
Team, as one of my office’s statewide experts on juvenile sentencing laws, and on my office’s 
Capital Litigation Team, which was responsible for supervising and overseeing all death 
penalty litigation in state and federal courts. 

From 2009 through 2021, I was an Adjunct Professor at Thomas Jefferson School of Law in 
San Diego. I taught first-year law students how to write persuasive legal briefs for trial and 
appellate courts and instruct them on how to effectively present oral arguments in appellate 



courts.  I also taught criminal motion practice and developed and taught a post-conviction relief 
course where I instructed students regarding all aspects of post-conviction relief, including 
initiating and responding to appeals and writs of habeas corpus is state and federal courts.  This 
experience gave me familiarity with exam construction and grading numerous areas of law. 

In my current position as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney with the Pierce County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office’s Appellate Unit, I have continued my work as an appellate attorney handling 
both direct appeals and personal restraint petitions.  I also train and advise trial prosecutors 
regarding issues that may arise at trial and in post-sentence proceedings and provide guidance 
and advice to other appellate attorneys regarding drafting legal briefs and conducting oral 
arguments.  My training has included ethics, lesser included jury instructions, and preserving 
the record.  In addition, I am one of my office’s RALJ attorneys tasked with assigning, 
supervising, editing, and reviewing the briefing and oral argument of interns and attorneys in 
RALJ appeals. I am also a member of my office’s Sentence Review Committee. In this role, I 
am part of a team of senior prosecutors who review sentences for possible recommendation to 
the Prosecuting Attorney for filing a motion for a sentence reduction if the circumstances 
warrant it.   

In addition, I was appointed by the Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney to the Washington 
Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (WAPA) which is a forum where prosecutors across the 
state exchange information and experiences in trial and appellate matters. Through WAPA, I 
have been a trainer at the WAPA Trial Skills Boot Camps where experienced attorneys train 
new District Court prosecutors on all aspects of misdemeanor prosecution from charging to 
appeal.  I developed and taught the ethics portion of the training, which focused on the proper 
role of the prosecuting attorney and especially how to ethically deliver closing argument. 

I was also nominated by WAPA to serve on the Washington Pattern Jury Instructions (WPI) 
Committee and appointed to this Committee by the Washington State Supreme Court’s 
Administrative Committee.  This Committee reviews, edits, and drafts pattern jury instructions. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Theodore M. Cropley 

Theodore M. Cropley 



THEODORE M. CROPLEY 
    

 
BAR ADMISSIONS: Washington State Bar (#27453) 

State Bar of California (#181364) [inactive] 
New York State Bar 
Oregon State Bar (#072272) [inactive] 
United States Supreme Court 
United States Court of Appeal for the Ninth Circuit 
United States District Court for the Western District of Washington 

        United States District Court for the Southern District of California 
    United States District Court for the Central District of California 

 
EXPERIENCE: Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, Criminal Division: 

Appellate Unit      Tacoma, WA 
  
 Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 4  4/19 – Present 
 
 Represent the State of Washington in appellate and post-conviction 

proceedings.  Prosecute felony criminal appeals and respond to personal 
restraint petitions before the state court of appeals and the Washington 
State Supreme Court. Provide advice and guidance to trial attorneys 
regarding the litigation of issues that may arise in post-sentencing 
proceedings. Supervise legal interns and provide guidance and advice 
regarding drafting legal briefs and conducting oral arguments. 
 

Ergometrics & Applied Personnel Research, Inc         Lynnwood, WA  
 

Test Question Writer     11/20 – 1/21; 8/23-9/23 
 

Drafted questions for portions of the Arizona and Colorado Legal Professional 
Licensing Exams. 

 
California Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney General, Criminal 
Division; Appeals, Writs, and Trials Section   San Diego, CA 

    
Deputy Attorney General V              3/06 – 4/19 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General (Trial Team)                  5/16 – 4/17 
 
Represented the people of California at trial and in appellate and post-conviction 
proceedings.  Prosecuted felony criminal appeals before the state courts of appeal 
and the California Supreme Court, responded to petitions for writs of habeas 
corpus in state and federal courts, and prosecuted death penalty appeals.  Handled 
evidentiary hearings in federal court.  Previously supervised a team of six trial 
attorneys on my office’s Trial Team and served on my office’s Federal Habeas 
Corpus Team and Capital Litigation Team.    
 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law    San Diego, CA 
 
Adjunct Professor (Legal Writing II; Post-Conviction Relief; Criminal Motion 
Practice )                     1/09 – 3/21 
 
Taught students in an ABA-accredited law school how to write persuasive legal 
briefs for trial and appellate courts.  Instructed students on how to present 
effective oral arguments in appellate courts. 
 
Developed and taught a post-conviction relief course.  In this course, I taught 
students all aspects of appellate and post-conviction relief, including drafting and 
responding to appeals and writs of habeas corpus is state and federal courts.  
 



County of San Diego Department of Child Support Services San Diego, CA 
    

Child Support Program Attorney III    3/02 – 3/06 
 
Represented the County in Superior Court on various issues related to paternity 
and child support.  Litigated a variety of paternity and support cases in civil and 
family courts.  Reviewed and administered child support enforcement actions.  
Negotiated with custodial and non-custodial parents regarding legal issues 
involved in civil paternity and/or support actions.  Interviewed applicants for 
attorney and paralegal positions.  Supervised junior attorneys and paralegals.  
Spoke at Continuing Legal Education seminars. 
 
Jefferson County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office  Port Townsend, WA 
 
Deputing Prosecuting Attorney/Deputy Coroner   8/99 – 10/01 
 
Handled all aspects of criminal prosecution.  Interviewed police officers, victims, 
and witnesses.  Performed legal research and drafted legal briefs.  Conducted 
over sixty (60) jury trials.  Initiated and responded to appeals.  Provided legal 
advice to and participated with law enforcement officers in criminal 
investigations.  Taught criminal law and criminal procedure to reserve police 
officers.  Lectured at continuing legal education seminars on issues relating to the 
admissibility of breath test documents in DUI trials.  Responded as Deputy 
Coroner to unattended deaths and conducted death investigations as required.   
 
Washington State Division of Child Support  Seattle, WA 
 
Support Enforcement Officer    1/98 – 8/99 
 
Interpreted and enforced laws and policies concerning child support, medical 
obligations, and paternity establishment.  Determined the preference and legality 
of specific collection actions.  Established and reviewed administratively ordered 
child support obligations.  Negotiated child support payments.  Assisted with the 
preparation of cases for formal administrative hearings. 
 
San Diego County District Attorney’s Office          San Diego, CA 
 
Legal Intern              8/94 – 12/94 
 
Researched and drafted memoranda on issues relating to hate crimes. 

 
COMMITTEES: Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (WAPA) Appellate 

Committee       5/20 – Present 
  
  WAPA Trial Skills Boot Camp Instructor  5/23 – Present 

 Trained new District Court prosecutors on all aspects of 
misdemeanor prosecution from charging to appeal.  I developed 
and taught the ethics portion of the training, which focused on how 
to conduct oneself as a prosecutor and officer of the court. 

 
 SB 6164 Sentence Review Committee  5/21 - Present 
 
 Participate with a team of senior prosecutors to review sentences for 

possible recommendation to the Prosecuting Attorney for filing a motion 
for a sentence reduction if the circumstances warrant it.    

 
 Washington Pattern Instruction Committee 7/22 - Present 
 Nominated by WAPA and appointed by the Washington State Supreme 

Court to review and update Washington’s pattern jury instructions. 
   



 King County Sheriff’s Community Advisory Board        11/23 - Present 
 
EDUCATION: Georgetown University Law Center   Washington, D.C. 
    

Master of Laws (LL.M.) in International and Comparative Law, May 1996 
   GPA:  B+ (Master Thesis Grade:  A) 
 
   California Western School of Law   San Diego, CA 
    

Juris Doctor (J.D.), April 1995; Graduated top third of class 
   Jessup International Law Moot Court Team (1993 – 1995) 

- Won Best Brief – Third Place Award for Western Region in 1993/94 
American Jurisprudence Award:  Contracts I (Fall 1992) 
The Wiley W. Manuel Award for Pro Bono Legal Services 
Academic Scholarship (1992-1995) 
 
Boston University     Boston, MA 
 
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), cum laude, May 1992 
Major: Political Science; Minor:  Philosophy 
Academic Scholarship (1988-1992) 

















Regulatory Services Department  

 
 
 

 1325 4th Avenue  |  Suite 600  |  Seattle, WA 98101-2539  |  lllt@wsba.org  |  206-733-5922  |  www.wsba.org 
 

DRAFT FY 2025 LLLT Board Roster of Voting Members with Term History 
 

NAME POSITION ROLE PARTIAL TERM 1ST FULL TERM 2ND FULL TERM 

Stephen Crossland 
Chair 

 
Member 

Attorney  
Chair 10/1/2022-9/30/2023 
Chair 10/1/2023-9/30/2024 

Member 10/1/2022-9/30/2025 
 

Nancy Ivarinen 
Vice Chair 

 
Member 

Attorney 
Family law 
experience 

Member 10/1/2021-9/30/2022 
Chair 10/1/2021-9/30/2022 

Member 10/1/2022-9/30/2025 
Vice Chair 10/1/2022-

9/30/2023 
 

Crystal Lambert Member Attorney 10/1/2019-9/30/2020 10/1/2020-9/30/2023 10/1/2023-9/30/2026 

Margaret Bridewell Member Attorney  10/1/2020-9/30/2023 10/1/2023-9/30/2026 

Sarah Bové Member LLLT 1/9/2018-9/30/2020 10/1/2020-9/30/2023 10/1/2023-9/30/2026 

Jennifer Ortega Member LLLT  10/1/2019-9/30/2022 10/1/2022-9/30/2025 

Phyllis Lykken Member Public  10/1/2022-9/30/2025  

FY2025 Position1 Member Public  10/1/2024-9/30/2027  

FY2025 Position2 Member LLLT  10/1/2024-9/30/2027  

FY2025 Position3 Member Attorney/LLLT/LPO  10/1/2024-9/30/2027  

FY2025 Position4 Member Attorney/LLLT/LPO  10/1/2024-9/30/2027  
 

 
1 Current LLLT Board member John Darling 1st term ending 9/30/2024. 
2 Current LLLT Board member Christy Carpenter 2nd term ending 9/30/2024 and not eligible to reapply. 
3 Current LLLT Board member Nicole Searing 1st term ending 9/30/2024. 
4 Recently nominated, not yet appointed by Court, Miryam Gordon was nominated to complete the partial term of resigned LLLT Board member Athan Papailiou, whose 
remaining term ends 9/30/2024. 
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Limited License Legal Technician Board Calendar FY 2025 
 
 

 
Date 

 
Event 

 
                        October 7, 2024 

 
In-Person Board Meeting 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
December 9, 2024 

 
Virtual Board Meeting 
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

April 14-15, 2025 

 
In-Person Board Meeting 

April 14 Board Meeting 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
April 15 Committee Meetings, to be scheduled as needed 

 
 

                        May 12, 2025 
 

Virtual Board Meeting 
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

July 14, 2025 
 
                                 In-Person Board Meeting  

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
September 8, 2025 

 
Virtual Board Meeting 

1:00 p.m.-4:00p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cathy Biestek, WSBA Staff Liaison 
1325 4th Avenue | Suite 600 | Seattle, WA 98101-2539 
206.727.8227 | catherineb@wsba.org | LLLT@wsba.org | www.wsba.org 
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