
MINUTES 
 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF 
MANDATORY CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 

 
October 2, 2015 

The meeting of the Washington State Board of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education 

was called to order by Chair Scott J. Bergstedt at 10:45 a.m. on Friday, October 2nd 

2015. Board members in attendance were: 
 

Scott J. Bergstedt, Chair 

Melissa Skelton 

Aaron S. Okrent 

Andrew Lee Benjamin (by phone) 
 

 

Liaisons, Staff, and guests attending were:  

Robert Henry 
Associate Director, Regulatory Services 

Department 

Renata de Carvalho Garcia MCLE Board Executive Secretary 

Danielle Olliver MCLE Analyst 

Nina Winder MCLE Analyst 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

The minutes of the July 17, 2015 meeting were approved by motion. 

The minutes of the August 21, 2015 meeting were approved by motion. 

SPONSOR APPEAL 

The Board considered an in-person appeal from a sponsor over a denial of a course 
pursuant to APR 11 Regulation 103(m). The sponsor asked why a similar course was 
approved for a WSBA accredited sponsor. The sponsor also proposed that in light of the 
January 01, 2016 rule change, would it be possible to defer the crediting of the course to 
members until 2016, as under the new rules this type of course would be accreditable. 
The Board reversed the denial of the activity by motion, finding that the information 
presented was meaningful and useful to members.  

MEMBER APPEAL 

The Board reviewed, discussed and decided two lawyer appeals from staff decisions.  
The Board moves to follow recommendation from Executive Secretary. 

For member M, the first writing credit, the article is educational for lawyers and medical 
providers alike. The author examines tort reform, important concepts such as standard of 
care as well as provides an in-depth overview of medical malpractice, including case law 
analysis. Although the original publisher is not a recognized publisher of legal works, 
Member demonstrated that article was also published in the Legal Medicine & Medical 
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Ethics, which is ran by the American Board of Legal Medicine, an organization that 
examines and certifies dual-degreed candidates with MC/JD as Diplomates in Legal 
Medicine.  This appeal was considered and resolved by motion.  No listing of this motion 
is attached to these minutes to protect the confidentiality of the members. 

 
For member M’s second writing application, although the article touches upon the 
implications of courtroom use of unreliable science, it is not substantially related to the 
practice of law or legal ethics. Furthermore, the article was not published by a 
recognized publisher of legal works. Instead, it was published by a Medical Journal: The 
Journal of Maternal-Fetal & Neonatal Medicine. In addition, the article is only three pages 
long in its current format.  This appeal was considered and resolved by motion.  No 
listing of this motion is attached to these minutes to protect the confidentiality of the 
members. 

MEMBER APPEAL 

For member K, the Board requested at the July meeting that the staff determine any 
excess credits exist after the 45 required for return to active.  Member K appeals for 15 
carryover credits earned while taken not as a member of WSBA. This petition was 
considered and resolved by motion.  No listing of this motion is attached to these 
minutes to protect the confidentiality of the members. 

 
CLE AUDIT REPORTS: 

The Board heard a report from Andrew Lee Benjamin on his audit of the WSAJ-CLE 
course, “Annual Meeting and Convention”.  

WRITING CREDITS 

The Board heard from WSBA staff.  The writing credit requested for an article that is only 
two pages in length submitted by Member L.  All decisions were approved and/or 
resolved by motion.  No listing of this motion is attached to these minutes to protect the 
confidentiality of the members. 

CLARIFICATION OF REGULATION 104(A)(6) 

The Board heard from WSBA staff requesting clarification of Regulation 104(a)(6).  
Accredited sponsor wants to know how attendance should be handled when a member 
does not let them know in advance that they want CLE attendance reported in WA. In the 
past, to avoid a late fee, the sponsor has instructed members to apply directly to the 
Board. 

The Board moves to follow recommendation from Executive Secretary:  

MCLE staff needs to ask sponsors to revise their registration materials to encourage 
members to timely disclose WSBA membership. However, out-of-state accredit sponsors 
should not be penalized for members’ untimely request to report attendance in 
Washington. In those rare instances, members should be able to apply in lieu of the 
accredited sponsor. 

INTRODUCTIONS 
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The Board met two new MCLE analysts, Gabriel Moore and Paula Luu. 

LAWYER PETITIONS. 

The Board reviewed and approved by motion ten petition decisions made by the 
Executive Secretary since the previous Board meeting.  All decisions were approved 
and/or resolved by motion.  

The Board also considered one lawyer’s petition.  This petition was considered and 
resolved by motion.  No listing of this motion is attached to these minutes to protect the 
confidentiality of the members 

UPDATE ON MENTORING 

The Board heard from WSBA staff about mentoring issues and ideas.  The Board was 
able to discuss and ask questions about the following issues: 

 WSBA received permission to use WLI Toolkit and Program Materials 

 No credit for mentoring law school students 

 Mentoring cannot be a pending case, due to liability issues if mentorship program 
does not require malpractice insurance 

 For credits taken through a mentorship program doing pro-bono work, the credits 
will count for pro-bono, and the mentor would not receive credit 

 No issue from the Board regarding our standards and applications for the program 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business at hand, the MCLE Board meeting was adjourned at 
1:15 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled Board meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, 
January 22, 2016. 

                  Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                  _________________________ 
                  Renata de Carvalho Garcia 
                  MCLE Board Executive Secretary 


