WASHINGTON STATE
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Small Town and Rural Council

Small Town and Rural Council Meeting | Virtual Only
Wednesday, June 24, 2026| 12:10 p.m. — 1:10 p.m.

AGENDA

1. Introductions and Approval of May Meeting Minutes (Pres.-Elect Kari Petrasek)

2. WSBA Updates (Pres.-Elect Petrasek and Julianne Unite)
a. Board of Governors updates
b. WSBA Committee Applications

3. STAR Council Presentation to the Board of Governors (Pres.-Elect Kari Petrasek)
a. Survey

4. Project Updates
a. Small Town and Rural Practice Day Proclamation (Pres.-Elect Petrasek, Ashley Cummins)
b. Summit Project Team (Ashley Cummins, Kevin Plachy, Michele Moore, Gloria Guizar)
c. Rural Day of Service (Kevin Plachy, Julianne Unite)
d. Rural Internships (Kevin Plachy)

5. Announcements

6. Next Steps/Conclusion

7. Next Meeting: July 22, 2026

8. Adjourn
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Adopted: April 17, 2021. Amended July 17, 2021; September 7, 2024; November 14, 2025.

Purpose

As an advisory entity to the WSBA Board of Governors, the Small Town and Rural (STAR) Council is
committed to strengthen and support the practice of law in the rural communities throughout
Washington state. Members of the STAR Council will work to ensure that the practice of law in rural
communities is present, growing, and thriving.

Practitioners in rural communities are few and far between. Additionally, many of these practitioners are
nearing retirement without a clear plan of succession for their clients, leaving a void of access to legal
representation and counsel. The STAR Council will guide policy & program development, serves as
ambassadors between the WSBA and these communities, explore and advocate for creative and
innovative solutions, and regularly assess the legal landscape in rural communities to determine if WSBA
policy, advocacy and program development require further resource for sustainability and improvements.

The STAR Council aligns with the authorized activities outlined in General Rule 12. More specifically, GR
12.1 (a) articulates the Washington Supreme Court’s regulatory objective to provide, in part, “meaningful
access to justice. . .” while GR 12.1(d) strives for “affordable and accessible legal services.” In addition, the
STAR Council aligns with the authorized activities outlined in GR 12.2, in particular by providing “services
to members and the public,” and “fostering collegiality among its members and goodwill between the
legal profession and the public.”

Further, the STAR Council furthers the WSBA mission to serve the public and the members of the Bar by
providing focused attention on the unique needs of residents and members in rural areas both by
improving access to legal practitioners in rural communities and outreach and development of a pipeline
of younger rural residents to pursue a legal career and serve their communities.

Definition of “Rural”

For the purpose of the STAR Council and reflective of Washington’s unique geographic and
sociogeographic landscape, the definition of “rural” is as follows:

Based on the definitions produced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic
Research Service (ERS) and an overview of Washington county population, we focused on
counties with populations of less than 50,000 and more than 2,500. These areas are
considered ‘urban nonmetro areas not part of larger labor markets’ by ERS. As part of the
working definition, and for ease, we have termed these counties as ‘rural.” Based upon
WA county population data, we’ve pursued a hypothesis that counties with 30,000 or
more are rural, but likely adjacent to a labor market and perhaps have a varying set of
circumstances that may differ from counties that are less than 30,000.

This definition will serve as the “per se” definition of rural. The STAR Council has the authority to change
this definition based on specific programming objectives.
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Composition

The member appointment process will follow the process for WSBA Committees. Members of the STAR
Council should have demonstrated experience and/or interest in a thriving legal practice in Washington’s
rural communities. The STAR Council will consist of 13 members and are outlined as:

e Chair (voting member)
e 2 Current or Former WSBA Board of Governors Members (voting members)
e 1 Active WSBA Member At Large (voting member)

e 4 Active WSBA Members from rural communities - see above for definition of “rural” (voting
members)

e 1 Active WSBA New Member, as defined in WSBA Bylaws (voting member)

e 3 Law School Representatives (voting members, must be currently employed with a WA Law
School which is not currently represented on the Committee.)

e 1 Active WSBA Lawyer Member currently employed with a Qualified Legal Service Provider (QLSP)
(voting member).

WSBA Staff Liaison: Member Services and Engagement Manager or staff member in the Advancement
Department, non-voting.

Board of Governor Liaison: as assigned annually, non-voting.

Terms
e Chair: two-year term

e Members: three-year term

Initial Committee Terms

In FY21, the first appointments to the STAR Council were effectuated in a staggered rotation of STAR
Council members. Therefore, the following terms were in place for the first appointment cycle only. All
subsequent terms should adhere to the term limits stated above. STAR Council members serving an initial
term less than three years, should be considered an incomplete term. Therefore, the member is eligible
to serve two subsequent complete three-year terms per WSBA Bylaws.

e 2 Active WSBA Members

1 member with two-year term, 1 member with three-year term.
e 4 Active WSBA Members from rural communities (see above for definition)

1 member with one-year term, 1 member with two years term, 2 members with three-years term.
e 3 Law School Representatives (voting, must be currently employed with a WA Law School)

1 member with one-year term, 1 member with two-years term, 1 member with three-years term.
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The following positions will begin as a standard term as set forth in this charter.

Chair
1 Active WSBA New Member

1 Active WSBA Lawyer Member currently employed with a Qualified Legal Service Provider (QLSP).

Scope of Work

The scope of the STAR Council’s work will focus on what the WSBA is uniquely positioned to do in
supporting a sustaining and thriving environment for the practice of law and increase access to justice in
Washington’s rural communities. The STAR Council will work with all relevant and interested stakeholders
to collaborate where needed. The provision of direct legal services and civil legal aid to the public is
outside the scope of the STAR Council.

Measures of Success

Increased awareness of the issues and possible solutions to address any gap in practicing
members in rural communities.

A sustainable pipeline of legal practitioners in rural communities.
Increased numbers of legal practitioners in rural communities.

The establishment of funding for programs and initiatives for the practice of law in rural
communities.

STAR Council Roles

1.

Community Education and Outreach

Coordinated efforts to educate members and potential members about the unique needs,
opportunities and benefits of a rural practice. This can include, but should not be limited to,
comprehensive information on WSBA’s website, features in WSBA publications, presentations at
high schools, law schools and community colleges. Meetings and events, such as a summit or
symposium, to highlight the issue, convene interested stakeholders to share their concerns and
strategize on possible solutions.

Pipeline and Placement Program(s)

Develop WSBA programming, or WSBA supported/partnered programming designed to build a
pipeline of practitioners in rural areas as well as an incentive program to encourage members to
explore a rural practice on a time-limited or multi-year timeframe. This role should explore a
possible collaboration or strategic overlap with WSBA existing and future mentorship program(s).
In particular, this role will require extensive strategic planning and identification of external
stakeholder support and additional funding sources. Coordinate with law schools and other
stakeholders regarding economic incentives to practice in rural areas.

Job Opportunities and Clearinghouse
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Utilize existing and future WSBA resources to support and highlight job opportunities in rural
communities. This role should include making it easier, and perhaps more cost-effective, to add
job postings to WSBA’s service. Develop a clearing house to assist retiring members with
succession planning and the buying/selling of a practice.

Committee Evaluation

The STAR Council should conduct an assessment within five years from the date of Board of Governors’
initial approval of the STAR Committee by 1) conducting a survey of rural practitioners to provide
stakeholder feedback regarding the impact of this Council to effectuate change in these areas, 2) assessing
the scope of work to reflect impact and progress in this area and align with trends in the greater legal
community, and 3) earnestly examining if the Council is necessary to continue the scope of work.
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Small Town and Rural Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 27, 2026
Virtual meeting via Zoom

Council Members Present: President-Elect Kari Petrasek, Travis Pietila, Michele Moore, Sean King, Philip
Hunsucker, Ashley Cummins (arrived 12:15), Past-President Dan Clark, Hyun-Ji Lee

Council Members Absent: Rusty McGuire (excused), Allison Foreman (unexcused), Governor Mary
Rathbone (unexcused), Gloria Guizar (non-voting)

WSBA Board of Governors Present: N/A

WSBA Staff Present: Kevin Plachy, Julianne Unite, Vanessa Sweeney

Public Attendees Present: Chris Fox, Michael Chin, Rachel Cortez, Annalise Martucci

Introductions and Approval of April Meeting Minutes (President Elect

Petrasek)

STAR Council Chair and WSBA President-Elect Kari Petrasek called the meeting to order at 12:11 p.m. On
motion by STAR Council Member Philip Hunsucker, seconded by STAR Council Member Travis Pietila, the
Council approved by unanimous vote the April STAR Council Meeting minutes (7-0-0).

WSBA Updates (President-Elect Petrasek and Julianne Unite)

Board of Governors updates

President-Elect Kari Petrasek reported on the recent Board of Governors (BOG) meeting, which was held
May 1-2 in Wenatchee. The main highlight from the meeting was the appointment of new governors
representing Districts 2, 7 North, and 8.

The STAR Council welcomed Hyun-Ji Lee as its newest member. Hyun-Ji joins the council as the
representative for the Qualified Legal Service Provider position, and works at Unemployment Law
Project.

WSBA Member Services and Engagement Manager Julianne Unite mentioned that an email would be
sent following the meeting to remind STAR Council members that the application period for WSBA
committees, groups, and related positions remains open until May 31st. There are four open seats on
the STAR Council: the at-large seat, rural member seat, Seattle University seat, and new member seat.
After reviewing the applications submitted to date, Julianne noted that there are not currently enough
applicants to fill all open positions and encouraged council members to consider reapplying if eligible
and to promote the opportunity within their networks. Julianne reminded council members to complete
the STAR Summit attendance survey, even if they do not plan to attend.



STAR Council Presentation to the Board of Governors (Pres.-Elect

Petrasek)
Survey

The subcommittee, which includes President-Elect Petrasek, Travis, Phil, and Past President Daniel Clark,
met yesterday and made progress toward finalizing the survey questions. Once finalized, the questions
will be reviewed and prepared for presentation to the STAR Council at the next scheduled meeting in
June. WSBA Advancement Department Director Kevin Plachy explained that the subcommittee’s primary
goal is to draft a memo for presentation to the BOG, most likely recommending the continuance of the
Council. The survey plays a key role in informing this memo. The memo will be circulated to the Council
for approval prior to submission to the BOG. The target is to present the proposal to the BOG at its
September meeting.

Project Updates
April 2026 Legal Lunchbox (Ashley Cummins)

STAR Council Member Ashley Cummins noted that the April Legal Lunchbox was a success and
approximately 1600 people attended.

Summit Project Team (Ashley Cummins, Kevin Plachy, Michele Moore, Gloria Guizar)

Kevin reported that the registration page is live and that internal coordination is underway to feature the
STAR Summit announcement in the “Take Note” newsletter distributed to all members, with the first
eblast scheduled for Friday; two additional eblasts will follow—one approximately three to four weeks
before the event and another one week prior—bringing the total planned eblasts to three. Kevin noted
that the agenda has been finalized, all speakers have been confirmed, and a PDF eflyer is in its final
editing stages; the flyer is linked from the registration page, and the goal is to complete the remaining
edits before the Friday eblast so the link is fully available to members. Kevin confirmed that all rural
grant recipients have been invited again this year. Julianne clarified that reasonable travel expenses for
the grant recipients will be reimbursed in accordance with WSBA Fiscal Policy and that such costs will be
covered by the STAR Council budget. Kevin announced a partnership with the Access to Justice (ATJ)
Board for this year’s summit, noting that the collaboration is reflected in promotional materials,
including the forthcoming eblast and the e-flyer. Kevin highlighted that the Thursday evening reception
preceding the summit will be hosted at Gallery One Visual Arts Center, where the ATJ Board will present
a community honor—the Promoter of Justice Award—during the event.

Rural Internships (Kevin Plachy)

Kevin noted that all internship grant recipients have accepted the grants, funds have been dispersed, and
all recipients have been invited to attend the STAR Summit. Julianne added that there are no outstanding
items for this year’s cycle, but the STAR Council should plan to discuss next year’s cycle, including
whether APR6 law clerks should be included.



Small Town and Rural Practice Day Proclamation (President-Elect Petrasek, Ashley
Cummins)

President-Elect Petrasek noted that no further updates have been received about the proclamation that
has been submitted.

Rural Day of Service (Kevin Plachy, Julianne Unite)

Julianne reminded the group that two Rural Days of Service are scheduled for the current fiscal year. The
first event, originally planned for May 4, has been rescheduled to July 27 and will still take place in
Chewelah, in Stevens County. Julianne explained that the rescheduling was necessary because no clients
from the public had signed up. Julianne described several strategic adjustments planned to strengthen
outreach for the upcoming July event. WSBA will take a more active role in recruiting clients and
increasing public awareness, including engaging the Communications team for public relations guidance
and exploring options such as making announcements on local radio stations. They also plan to contact
WSBA members in the area to ask whether they know community members or clients who might benefit
from the free services offered. Julianne noted that at least five attorneys who had volunteered for the
original May date have confirmed their availability for July 27. Julianne added that planning continues for
the second Rural Day of Service, scheduled for September 18 in partnership with the Northwest Justice
Project, in Moses Lake.

Job Fair at Gonzaga (Sean King)

STAR Council Member Sean King shared thoughts after conducting a deeper review of outcome data
from previous hiring events. Sean compared spring events to the most recent fall event held in
November. Although employer registration and application numbers were higher in November, the offers
accepted during the fall proved to be less “sticky,” meaning students were more likely to withdraw or
pursue other opportunities later. Sean suggested this is not surprising given that students who receive
offers early in the academic year often continue exploring other options. As a result, while the fall event
appears stronger on the surface, the long-term outcomes are similar to spring events. President-elect
Petrasek recalled that two hiring events were held the previous year and noted that concentrating on a
single, well-executed event might be more effective. Sean agreed, adding that participation in April had
been lower, likely due to “event fatigue” following the November fair. Sean explained that a spring event
tends to produce more reliable student commitments and better aligns with hiring patterns that most
stakeholders agree are becoming unhelpfully early. Sean emphasized that holding the fair in fall may
inadvertently reinforce a trend toward earlier recruiting—something many schools and employers do
not view as beneficial. Sean also stated that while holding one event per year seems best, alternating
between spring and fall could remain an option depending on circumstances.

The group agreed to remove the item from the agenda until November unless planning needs change.
Rural Resources Community Action document

President-Elect Petrasek commented on a Rural Resources Community Action document that was
included in the meeting materials primarily as an FYI, to inform the Council that such an assessment



exists and is focused on Eastern Washington. It was completed by Rural Resources Community Action in
Colville.

Announcements
None.

Next Steps/Conclusion
None.

Next Meeting: June 24, 2026

Adjournment
President-Elect Petrasek adjourned the meeting at 12:41 p.m.

Some material in this document was generated using Microsoft Copilot and was reviewed and modified by Vanessa Sweeney, WSBA Member
Services and Engagement.
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Hroclamation

WHEREAS, the rule of law is a fundamental principle that affirms every person is
subject to the law, and that laws are made and applied in an impartial, transparent and consistent
manner; and

AT

i

WHERFEAS, a strong legal infrastructure and a robust network of legal practitioners help
ensure that rights are protected, duties are enforced and the public's trust in our judicial and legal
systems is maintained; and

WHEREAS, a 2023 Yakima Valley needs assessment found far fewer attorneys per
resident in the Yakima Valley than the statewide average, underscoring the legal service gap in
rural Washington; and

WHEREAS, many residents of small towns and rural communities must travel great
distances to appear in court or meet with an attorney; and

WHEREAS, while some Washingtonians can access legal services online, many still lack %
adequate broadband access or would be better served by in-person legal assistance; and !
-

WHEREAS, people in rural areas and small towns have important legal needs, including
wills, family law matters, business issues, discrimination claims, domestic violence protection,
and criminal and civil representation; and

WHEREAS, increasing opportunities for rural attorneys and supporting them and the
communities they serve will increase access to justice and ensure equal justice under the law,

q 1|

thereby sustaining the rule of law across Washington state; (ale
=l
@

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Bob Ferguson, governor of the state of Washington, do hereby
proclaim June 2026 as

Rural and Small-Town Legal Practice Month
in Washington, and I urge all people in our state to join me in this special observance.

Signed this 29" day of May, 2026

Governor Bob Fer:l;-r—




3RD
ANNUAL

A SMALL TOWN
AND RURAL (STAR}
PRACTICE SUMMIT

JUSTICE WITHIN REACH

Sustaining Rural Practice
Through Community

IN-PERSON
ONLY




WSBA Small Town and Rural (STAR) Practice Summit <« PAGE 2

A SMALL TOWN
AND RURAL (STAR}
PRACTICE SUMMIT

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 - FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026

Central Washington University,
Student Union and Recreation Center, Ellensburg
|

3RD
ANNUAL

Justice in rural and small-town communities depends not only on
access to legal services, but on the ability of attorneys and advocates
to build sustainable, connected, and supported practices over time.

This year’s STAR Summit centers the people who make justice possible and explores
what it takes to sustain rural lawyering in the face of workforce shortages, professional
isolation, economic pressures, and evolving community needs. Sessions will highlight
practical strategies for strengthening rural practice, sharing resources, and building
professional and community networks. The Summit will also create intentional space for
connection, peer learning, and collaboration, fostering relationships that support
attorneys and communities long after the event ends.

This year the STAR Council is partnering with the Access to Justice Board! The Summit
will be held at the Central Washington University Student Union and Recreation Center
and opens with a hosted reception on the evening of Thursday, June 25, at Gallery One
Visual Arts Center in Ellensburg. Lunch will be provided on Friday, June 26, and a final
hosted reception will close out the event on Friday afternoon.

The STAR Council would also like to thank the Central Washington University
Law and Justice Department for their partnership this year.

*Space is limited. $30 registration fee includes welcome reception, continental breakfast, and lunch.
Schedule is subject to slight modifications as sessions are confirmed.

ON THE COVER: The sun shines down on Manastash Ridge as the first fruits of the summer begin
to be offered and the grapes are beginning to mature. Photo © Getty Images/Brian O'Kelly
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A SMALL TOWN
AND RURAL (STAR}
PRACTICE SUMMIT

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 - FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026

Central Washington University,
Student Union and Recreation Center, Ellensburg

|
STAR26026ELL: IN-PERSON ONLY

REGISTRATION - ONLINE:
o STAR26026ELL

3RD
ANNUAL

CO-CHAIRS:

5.25 CLE CREDITS: ‘ Other | Ethics * Ashley Cummins - Seatt/e
University School of Law, Seattle

« Michele Moore - Guardian

STAR26026ELL ‘ 4.0 1.25 Gy L, E e
» Gloria Guizar - Seattle
TUITION: University School of Law (JD
Candidate), Seattle
Standard $30 « Kevin Plachy - Washington

State Bar Association, Seattle
Law Students $0

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING
SPONSORS OF THE CONFERENCE:

Fette Trust
Columbia Bank
WSBA Solo and Small Practice Section
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PRACTICE SUMMIT

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 - FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026

Central Washington University,
Student Union and Recreation Center, Ellensburg

3RD
ANNUAL
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Lodging Information

There are several hotels located in close proximity to Gallery One Visual Arts

Center and Central Washington University. Follow the links below to be taken to
the information for each hotel.

. Hotel Windrow
. TownePlace Suites Ellensburg
« Red Lion Hotel Ellensburg



https://hotelwindrow.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12792498695&gbraid=0AAAAABbIBi6-oVh8yXF56iYa9KbRnZYgy&gclid=CjwKCAjw46HPBhAMEiwASZpLRA5EFJjLVzx0Wl5xyh5IAUkfF7fqsUutzk0OMIiE7SvzN05riL3h6xoCgHgQAvD_BwE
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/ykmts-towneplace-suites-ellensburg/overview/
https://www.sonesta.com/red-lion-hotels/wa/ellensburg/red-lion-hotel-conference-center-ellensburg?gclsrc=aw.ds&&c3api=3976,,,&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22564007194&gbraid=0AAAAAD3fLXRvPG2asBVTN9IBaPl0-FE8L&gclid=CjwKCAjw46HPBhAMEiwASZpLRF0q5kDPnm9o9LbW1_xo4USOsbR6es4d8h5XUzRZL7veNfm51ohF_hoCTewQAvD_BwE
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DAY 1> THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2026

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. > Welcome Reception
Gallery One Visual Arts Center, 408 N Pearl St, Ellensburg, WA 98926

DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026

8:00 a.m. > Check-in * Walk-in Registration ¢
Coffee and Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m. > Opening Remarks
« Dr. Cody Stoddard - Central Washington University, Ellensburg

KEYNOTE

8:40 a.m. > Creating Impactful Sustainable
Change: How Me Becomes We
40 minutes, 0.75 credits Other

Justice G. Helen Whitener will share her intersecting lens on creating and providing
lasting solutions that enhance access to justice for all.
« Justice G. Helen Whitener - Washington Supreme Court, Olympia

9:20 a.m. > BREAK

(DAY 2 CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)
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DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026

9:30 a.m. > Al for Lawyers: Practical
Applications and Everyday Use

75 minutes, 1.25 credits Other

This session moves beyond general overviews to focus on real-world applications of
artificial intelligence. Legal practitioners and technology experts will share how they are
using Al tools to support client work, improve efficiency, and expand capacity in resource-
limited environments. Attendees will leave with concrete examples, practical tips, and a
clear understanding of how to use Al ethically and responsibly within their own rural
practices.

- Lesly Diaz-Perez - Familias Fuertes | Strong Families, Legal Technician, LLC, Spokane

« David Leonhardt - Seite/ Systems, Seattle

» Michele Moore - Guardian Community Law, Ellensburg

« Tyler O’Brien - The Longhair Lawyer, Ritzville

10:45 a.m. > BREAK

11:00 a.m. > Building Community
and Strengthening Referral Networks

45 minutes, 0.75 credits Other

Strong rural practice depends on strong relationships. This panel will highlight how
attorneys and community partners have built local networks to better meet legal and
non-legal needs in their communities. Panelists will share concrete strategies for
developing referral pipelines, collaborating across organizations, and connecting clients
with critical resources such as interpreters, social services, and advocacy groups. This
session is designed to spark ideas and set the stage for meaningful connection, with
time intentionally placed before lunch to encourage continued conversation and
networking among attendees.

« Jocelyn Granados - University of Washington School of Law (JD Candidate), Seattle

- Fabiola Jimenez - Lawmera, PLLC, Seattle

- Edwardo Morfin - Morfin Law Firm, PLLC, Kennewick

- Camila Quintero - Yakima County Superior Court Intern, Toppenish

11:45 a.m. > LUNCH (hosted)

(DAY 2 CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)
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DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026

1:00 p.m. > Ethics in Rural Practice: Unbundled Services,
Alternative Payments, and Real-World Challenges

75 minutes, 1.25 credits Ethics

Rural practitioners often adapt their services to meet the realities of their clients’ lives,
including offering limited scope representation and navigating non-traditional payment
arrangements. This session will explore the ethical considerations that arise in rural
practice, including unbundled legal services, bartering, and alternative fee structures.
Presenters will provide practical guidance grounded in the Rules of Professional
Conduct, helping attorneys identify common pitfalls and make informed decisions while
continuing to serve their communities effectively.

- Mark K. Baumann - Mark K. Baumann Attorney at Law, P.S., Port Angeles
« Sandra Schilling - Washington State Bar Association, Seattle

2:15 p.m. > BREAK

2:30 p.m. > Access to Courts in Rural
Communities: Barriers and Solutions

75 Minutes, 1.25 credits Other

Access to the courts in rural communities is shaped by geography, resources, and
systems that are not always designed with rural realities in mind. This session will
explore key barriers and emerging solutions that can improve accessibility and ensure
individuals are able to meaningfully participate in the legal process, regardless of where
they live. The discussion will also highlight current efforts underway across Washington,
including work by the Administrative Office of the Courts related to the State Plan for
Access to Justice for People Without Lawyers and collaborative initiatives focused on
addressing legal deserts in rural communities.

« Crissy Anderson - Administrative Office of the Courts, Olympia

« Ashley Cummins - Seattle University School of Law, Seattle

« Rikki Thompson - Pacific County Superior Court, South Bend

3:45 p.m. > Closing Remarks

by STAR Council Chair * Adjourn WRAP UP
« Kari Petrasek - Petrasek Law PLLC, Mukilteo SOCI AI_
4:00 p.m.
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3rd Annual WSBA Small Town and Rural

(STAR) Practice Summit
Thursday, June 25 - Friday, June 26, 2026 « STAR26026ELL

REGISTRATION

To register online, please go to the registration page. Click to add to cart and complete your purchase. You
may pay by credit card, or via ACH. Alternatively, you may print and mail an invoice seven business days prior
to the program along with your check payable to WSBA. Credit card payments by mail or fax are no longer
accepted. Note, our service provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all
bank card transactions.

Effective Oct. 1, 2025, applicable sales tax will be applied to all live seminar registrations (in-person or virtual).
For more information, refer to changes to Washington sales tax law.

If special accommodations are needed, please email cle@wsba.org or call toll-free at 1-800-945-9722.

|:| Please omit my name from the networking list made available to exhibitors and/or attendees.

Registrations received less than 48 hours before a seminar are not guaranteed a coursebook or other presentation
materials on-site. If special accommodations are needed, please email cle@wsba.org or call toll-free at 800-945-9722.

PRICING INFORMATION
Seminar Registration Transfers,

[ ] STAR26026ELL, attend in Ellensburg Refunds and Cancellations

6/25/26 through 6/26/26 In most circumstances, if you cannot attend the live
event, we can transfer your registration to the on-
demand product, once available (8-10 weeks from the
O $30 Standard program delivery date). Generally, for webcast/ webinar
registrations, tuition fees may be refunded, less $25 for
processing, for written cancellations postmarked,
emailed, or faxed up to the start of the event. For in-
person registrations, tuition fees may be refunded, less
$25 for processing, for written cancellations
postmarked, emailed, or faxed by 5 p.m. up to three
business days before the event. No refunds will be

O $0 Law Students

Space is limited. provided after the dates specified. You may also send a
) . . substitute in lieu of canceling. When applicable, specific
$30 registration fee includes exceptions to these policies will be noted on individual
. . event registration pages. Please email cle@wsba.org
welcome reception, continental i e s o e e

breakfast, and lunch.

ONLINE > Go to www.wsbacle.org and enter STAR26026ELL in the search box. Payment by credit card.

PHONE > Call 800-945-9722 or 206-443-9722 with credit card and registration/order form in hand. Our service
provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all bank card transactions.



https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=28623909
https://dor.wa.gov/taxes-rates/sales-use-tax-rates
mailto:cle@wsba.org
mailto:cle@wsba.org
mailto:cle@wsba.org?subject=myWSBA%20Refund%20request%20or%20question
http://www.wsbacle.org/
https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=28623909

Volunteg,
OPportunity,

WSBA SMALL TOWN AND
URAL (STAR) COUNCIL

WSBA is partnering with Inland Empire Legal Aid in
the community a one-day free legal services clinic for simple
estate planning (e.g. simple wills, powers of attorney,
healthcare directives).

Sign up/volunteer

I E L A : N QOD-
N

Inland Empire
Legal Aid

Advancing Access to Justice



https://www.inlandempirelegalaid.org/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=whz_cOqBgUafyQec5BnjAnBn1GEKTMhOtX2ivlxL-J9UOEtZUVRKVEpINTdBOVY0TE5BRjg4TVFLMS4u&route=shorturl
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	JUSTICE WITHIN REACH
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	IN-PERSON ONLY
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	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) PRACTICE SUMMIT
	THURSDAY, JUNE 25 – FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	Central Washington University,  Student Union and Recreation Center, Ellensburg
	Justice in rural and small-town communities depends not only on access to legal services, but on the ability of attorneys and advocates to build sustainable, connected, and supported practices over time.
	This year’s STAR Summit centers the people who make justice possible and explores what it takes to sustain rural lawyering in the face of workforce shortages, professional isolation, economic pressures, and evolving community needs. Sessions will highlight practical strategies for strengthening rural practice, sharing resources, and building professional and community networks. The Summit will also create intentional space for connection, peer learning, and collaboration, fostering relationships that support attorneys and communities long after the event ends.
	This year the STAR Council is partnering with the Access to Justice Board! The Summit will be held at the Central Washington University Student Union and Recreation Center and opens with a hosted reception on the evening of Thursday, June 25, at Gallery One Visual Arts Center in Ellensburg. Lunch will be provided on Friday, June 26, and a final hosted reception will close out the event on Friday afternoon.
	The STAR Council would also like to thank the Central Washington University Law and Justice Department for their partnership this year.



	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) PRACTICE SUMMIT
	THURSDAY, JUNE 25 – FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	STAR26026ELL: IN-PERSON ONLY
	REGISTRATION - ONLINE:
	CO-CHAIRS:
	WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING  SPONSORS OF THE CONFERENCE:
	Fette Trust Columbia Bank WSBA Solo and Small Practice Section


	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) PRACTICE SUMMIT
	THURSDAY, JUNE 25 – FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	Central Washington University,  Student Union and Recreation Center, Ellensburg
	CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ELLENSBURG


	Lodging Information
	Hotel Windrow
	TownePlace Suites Ellensburg
	Red Lion Hotel Ellensburg​
	PAGE 5



	DAY 1 > THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2026
	6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. > Welcome Reception Gallery One Visual Arts Center, 408 N Pearl St, Ellensburg, WA 98926

	DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	8:00 a.m. > Check-in • Walk-in Registration • Coffee and Continental Breakfast
	8:30 a.m. > Opening Remarks
	Dr. Cody Stoddard – Central Washington University, Ellensburg

	KEYNOTE
	8:40 a.m. > Creating Impactful Sustainable Change: How Me Becomes We
	40 minutes, 0.75 credits Other

	9:20 a.m. > BREAK
	PAGE 6



	DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	9:30 a.m. > AI for Lawyers: Practical Applications and Everyday Use
	75 minutes, 1.25 credits Other

	10:45 a.m. > BREAK
	11:00 a.m. > Building Community  and Strengthening Referral Networks
	45 minutes, 0.75 credits Other

	11:45 a.m. > LUNCH (hosted)
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	DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	1:00 p.m. > Ethics in Rural Practice: Unbundled Services, Alternative Payments, and Real-World Challenges 
	75 minutes, 1.25 credits Ethics
	Rural practitioners often adapt their services to meet the realities of their clients’ lives, including offering limited scope representation and navigating non-traditional payment arrangements. This session will explore the ethical considerations that arise in rural practice, including unbundled legal services, bartering, and alternative fee structures. Presenters will provide practical guidance grounded in the Rules of Professional Conduct, helping attorneys identify common pitfalls and make informed decisions while continuing to serve their communities effectively.
	Mark K. Baumann – Mark K. Baumann Attorney at Law, P.S., Port Angeles
	Sandra Schilling – Washington State Bar Association, Seattle

	2:15 p.m. > BREAK
	2:30 p.m. > Access to Courts in Rural Communities: Barriers and Solutions 
	75 Minutes, 1.25 credits Other
	Access to the courts in rural communities is shaped by geography, resources, and systems that are not always designed with rural realities in mind. This session will explore key barriers and emerging solutions that can improve accessibility and ensure individuals are able to meaningfully participate in the legal process, regardless of where they live. The discussion will also highlight current efforts underway across Washington, including work by the Administrative Office of the Courts related to the State Plan for Access to Justice for People Without Lawyers and collaborative initiatives focused on addressing legal deserts in rural communities.
	Crissy Anderson – Administrative Office of the Courts, Olympia
	Ashley Cummins – Seattle University School of Law, Seattle
	Rikki Thompson – Pacific County Superior Court, South Bend

	WRAP UP SOCIAL 4:00 p.m.
	3:45 p.m. > Closing Remarks  by STAR Council Chair • Adjourn
	Kari Petrasek – Petrasek Law PLLC, Mukilteo


	3rd Annual WSBA Small Town and Rural (STAR) Practice Summit  Thursday, June 25 – Friday, June 26, 2026 • STAR26026ELL

	REGISTRATION
	If special accommodations are needed, please email cle@wsba.org or call toll-free at 1-800-945-9722.
	Seminar Registration Transfers, Refunds and Cancellations
	PRICING INFORMATION
	STAR26026ELL, attend in Ellensburg 6/25/26 through 6/26/26
	$30
	Standard
	$0
	Law Students


	Space is limited.  $30 registration fee includes welcome reception, continental breakfast, and lunch.
	ONLINE > Go to www.wsbacle.org and enter STAR26026ELL in the search box. Payment by credit card.
	PHONE > Call 800-945-9722 or 206-443-9722 with credit card and registration/order form in hand. Our service provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all bank card transactions.



	3 - WSBA STAR Council Rural Day of Service July 27, 2026
	Volunteer  opportunity!
	MONDAY, JULY 27, 2026
	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) COUNCIL

	RURAL DAY OF SERVICE
	TIME: 12:00 p.m. > Volunteer Attorney Orientation            1-4:00 p.m. > Clinic LOCATION: American Legion | 111 S Park St. Chewelah, WA 99109
	WSBA is partnering with Inland Empire Legal Aid in to provide the community a one-day free legal services clinic for simple estate planning (e.g. simple wills, powers of attorney, healthcare directives).
	Sign up/volunteer






