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 I currently serve as the WSBA Cannabis Section’s Recording Secretary, having been appointed by the 

Chair to fill a vacancy during the 2020-22 term.  I am excited to have the opportunity to continue serving the 

cannabis community at a greater level and to contributing to the growth and success of the Cannabis Section.   

 

I joined Coppinger Carter, PS in 2020 and lead the firm’s expanding appellate practice.  I also support its 

employment and personal injury practices and provide business support to the cannabis industry.  I previously 

served as Associate General Counsel for a national medical and adult-use recreational cannabis retailer.  With 

more than 20 years of experience, my work embraces a broad range of disciplines across multiple jurisdictions.  

 

I believe the real work gets done within the WSBA’s sections.  This section is where those passionate 

about the cannabis industry can come together to identify important industry issues and work collaboratively to 

find solutions.  Having previously served two terms as Recording Secretary for a national nonprofit organization, 

I have extensive experience with the secretarial duties that will be required of the Section’s Secretary.  With this 

background and knowledge, I believe I will be an asset to the Executive Committee.  I am thrilled to have the 

opportunity to serve the Section for a second term and to put my knowledge to use.  

 

Thank you for considering me for the Recording Secretary position.  I look forward to working with a 

fantastic team of cannabis innovators and forward-thinkers. 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

Senior Attorney, Coppinger Carter, PS, Bellingham, WA; November 2020-to present 

• Advocate for clients in state and federal courts and in administrative proceedings.  

• Identify legal issues and offer businesses and individuals optimum solutions, ensuring businesses 

respond appropriately to legislative and regulatory changes.  

• Advise on best strategic course of action and implement legal support plan.  

• Routinely exercise independent judgment guided by law.  

• Research, interpret, and apply legal principles of a  complex nature.  

• Actively support trial counsel in complex litigation.  

• Communicate effectively to explain legal issues and options while maintaining exacting 

standards of confidentiality. 

 

Contract Attorney, Seattle, WA; September 2018–November 2018/October 2019–April 2020 

• Contract attorney with various law firms in the Greater Seattle area.  

• Supported active litigation practices in state and federal courts relating to attorney ethics and 

conduct, municipal defense, contracts, insurance defense, employment, and commercial litigation 

matters as well as other inbound and outbound litigation.  

• Strategized on case direction and collaborated on litigation plan.  

• Researched, drafted, and substantively edited memoranda, litigation briefs, and motions practice 

documents.   

• Conducted large-scale document reviews.  

• Assisted in other substantive legal areas and collaborated with members of legal leadership, 

other attorneys, and staff on departmental matters. 

 

Assoc. General Counsel, Legal & Compliance, Have a Heart CC, Seattle WA; November 2018- July 2019 

• Managed legal and compliance affairs of national cannabis retailer.  

• Served as key legal advisor to management, executive team, and Board of Directors, providing 

legal counsel across multiple jurisdictions and subject matter areas including general corporate, 

contracts, human resources, privacy, marketing, compliance, and regulatory issues.  

• Responsible for proactive risk assessment, internal counseling on legal and regulatory matters, and 

management of regulatory relationships.  

• Participated in defining and developing company priorities and strategic initiatives, and created 

governing policies, procedures, and programs.  

• Supported Board and members of senior management team in ensuring effective corporate 

governance and served as Acting Corporate Secretary.  

• Built legal operations, including recruiting, developing, and retaining legal team, and managed 

external counsel to maximize efficiency and quality.  

• Represented the company with third-party regulators, government authorities, customers, and 

other stakeholders.  
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Campus Counsel & Dir. of Advancement, Antioch University, Seattle WA; January 2017–June 2018 

• Executed dual roles for national university, with responsibility for both legal and advancement 

needs of local campus. 

• Provided clear vision, supervisory leadership and management, and strategic direction for all 

aspects of University’s advancement program, including major gift campaigns and planned giving.  

• Developed and executed strategies to increase annual fundraising goals and to expand current 

base of philanthropic revenue sources.  

• Managed special events and alumnae relations.  

• Developed annual IA plan and budget based on administration priorities.  

• Served as an integral member of campus Senior Leadership Team.  

• Delivered actionable, practical legal advice to Provost as needed. 

 

Partner & WA Appellate Practice Chair, Lewis Brisbois, Seattle, WA; February 2014–December 2016 

• Represented diverse clientele in state and federal court appeals and in administrative litigation 

on topics including insurance defense and coverage laws, contracts, healthcare, employment, and worker 

compensation. 

• Reviewed, negotiated, and drafted contracts, including engagement, professional services, 

settlement, and independent contractor agreements.  

• Routinely interpreted and applied administrative policies, laws, and regulations.  

• Monitored legislative and government activity impacting Washington’s trucking industry and 

advised leadership and members on regulatory and legislative matters, providing proactive risk 

management. 

• Managed and mentored junior members of legal team, including attorney and non-attorney 

personnel.  

• Engaged with outside counsel and served as trial monitor.  

• Provided appellate standard of care expert witness services.  

• Created and delivered targeted professional development webinars and training programs. 

 

Attorney, Talmadge/Fitzpatrick, Tukwila, WA; April 2004–December 2013 

• Worked closely with former Washington State Supreme Court Justice Phil Talmadge on civil and 

appellate matters. 

• Managed cases in state and federal courts and before administrative agencies addressing 

municipal, insurance and insurance coverage, contract, constitutional, worker compensation, 

employment, product liability, and land use/ zoning laws.  

• Reviewed, negotiated, and drafted engagement, settlement, independent contractor, and third-

party service contracts.  

• Interpreted and applied administrative policies and regulations.  

• Researched and drafted appellate briefs, legal memoranda, and motions, and prepared and 

presented oral arguments on procedural and substantive motions and in the case-in-chief.  

• Simultaneously organized, directed, and controlled all aspects of diverse civil litigation and 

administrative law caseload.  

• Regularly advised leadership team and members of Washington’s trucking industry on internal 

policies and assisted in complying with federal and state regulations while meeting industry and 

business objectives. 

• Provided appellate standard of care expert witness services. 
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BAR ADMISSIONS 

 

United States Supreme Court, 2004 

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 2004 

United States District Court – Western District of Washington, 2000  

Washington State Bar Association, May 1999 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Intellectual Property Certificate Program, Seattle University School of Law 

Summer Practice Academy, Fundamentals to Enforcement 

 

Juris Doctor, Seattle University School of Law 

• The Order of Barristers, Invited Member 

• Moot Court Golden Gavel Award – two-time recipient 

• Moot Court Board Member; In-House and Regional Competitor 

 

International Law Certificate Program, Duke University/Université Libre de Bruxelles, Brussels, Belgium 

Summer Institute in Transnational Law 

• Emphasis in International Law (business, business transactions, and public laws) 

 

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, University of Washington 

• Concentration in Society & Justice 

• University Symphonic Band - Principal Clarinetist 

 

PUBLICATIONS & APPEARANCES 

 

Guest, Sirius XM Radio’s Road Dog Trucking News with Mark Willis. October 10, 2013. 

Contributing Writer, Washington Appellate Practice Deskbook, § 25, Costs. Wash. State Bar Ass’n.  

(3d ed. 2005 and Supp. 2011). 

Co-Author, When Counsel Screws Up: The Imposition of Attorney Fees as Sanctions. 33 Seattle U. Law 

Rev, 437 (Winter 2010). 

Co-Author, Ethical Issues Involved in Attorney Fee Agreements. Wash. State Bar Ass’n Litigation News,  

Vol. 23, No. 1, Spring 2009. 

Contributing Writer, Survey of Washington Search and Seizure Law: 1998 Update. 22 Seattle U. Law Rev. 

337 (1998). 

Chapter Four: Seizure of the Person: Arrests and Stop-and-Frisks. 

 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

 

Washington Super Lawyer – Washington Super Lawyers Magazine (2014-2017) 

Top Women Attorneys in Washington – Seattle Met magazine (2014-2016)  

Washington Appellate Lawyers Ass’n – Invited Member (2013) 

Rising Star – Washington Law & Politics Magazine (2008, 2002) 

National Outstanding Junior – Daughters of the American Revolution (2006) 

State Outstanding Junior Member – Daughters of the American Revolution (2006, 1996) 

Chapter Outstanding Junior – Daughters of the American Revolution (2005, 1995, 1993) 
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PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

Washington State Bar Association, Cannabis Section - Member and Appointed Recording Secretary 

Washington State Association for Justice - Eagle Member 

Antioch University Seattle, Community & Alumni Engagement Council – Former Ex Officio Board member 

King County Bar Ass’n, Appellate Practice Section – Member and former Executive Board member 

Seattle University School of Law – Alumni Ambassador & Law Alumni Board Outreach Committee Member 

Daughters of the American Revolution – National, State, and Chapter Offices; State Executive Board Member 

French American School of Puget Sound – 2008 Annual Auction & Gala Co-Chair 

Central Washington University – Women’s Soccer Team (starting midfielder) 
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