
Dawn Sydney – Statement of Interest 

 

Throughout my career (pre/post practicing law) I have been actively involved in working with 
organizations for the betterment of the profession and community.  After nine years of being a 
WSBA Family Law Section member, I am ready to step up and be a leader on this Committee.  I 
believe, through my life and legal experiences, I will be a great addition to the leadership and 
members of the section.  

I received a Master’s in Public Administration from Seattle University in 2012 and my law 
degree from Washington University School of Law (St. Louis) in 1991. I have been licensed to 
practice law in the state of Washington since 2011. I was first introduced to Washington State 
family law as a paralegal with Skellenger Bender. I started my own firm in September 2017. 
Prior to opening my own firm, I was a family law attorney with Bucklin Evens, PLLC on Mercer 
Island and the Law Offices of Michael W. Bugni & Associates in North Seattle.  I am also a Title 
26 Guardian Ad Litem (King County) who represents the best interests of the children in family 
law matters. 

I spent many years working in public policy on social justice issues at the state and federal 
levels. I worked with non-profit organizations including Citizens for Missouri’s Children and the 
National Coalition for the Homeless. As an advocate with these organizations, I produced several 
reports and was invited to teach at state, national and international conferences on diverse issues 
including health care, low income housing, and legislative process and procedure. In law school, 
I published an article on domestic violence in Encyclopedia of Childbearing (Oryx). 

I have engaged in extensive continuing legal education including the National Institute of Trial 
Advocacy Family Law Trial Advocacy in Boulder, Colorado and the American Bar Association 
Commission on Domestic and Sexual Violence Advanced Custody Institute in Washington, DC. 

In addition to the legal organizations in which I am a member/volunteer (i.e. KCBA 
neighborhood clinics), I have volunteered with local community organizations including Legal 
Voice, Coalition to End Gender Based Violence, Food Lifeline and New Beginnings. 

 


