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WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF 

MANDATORY CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 

 

MINUTES 
 

August 18, 2017 

The meeting of the Washington State Board of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education was called to order 

by Chair Andrew Lee Benjamin at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, August 18, 2017. Board members in attendance 

were: 

 

Andrew Lee Benjamin, Chair 

John Bender 

Stacy Bjordahl 

Scott Bergstedt 

Aaron Okrent 

Melissa Skelton 

Rebecca Stewart-Levon  

 

 

Liaisons and Staff attending were:  

Robert Henry Associate Director, Regulatory Services Dpt. 

Renata de Carvalho Garcia MCLE Manager/MCLE Board Staff Liaison 

Paula Luu MCLE Analyst 

James Doane  Board of Governors Liaison 

 

 

Review of Minutes for August 4, 2017 Subcommittee Meeting on MCLE Fees  

 

At 9:50 a.m. just prior to start of the MCLE Board meeting, the MCLE Board Subcommittee on MCLE 

Fees reviewed and approved the minutes from their August 4, 2017 Subcommittee meeting. 

 

 

Review of Minutes for May 12, 2017 Meeting 

 

After the regularly scheduled MCLE Board meeting was called to order, the MCLE Board reviewed and 

approved the minutes from the May 12, 2017 MCLE Board meeting. 

 

 

MCLE Board Vice Chair Nomination 

 

John Bender accepted the nomination and was elected by unanimous vote to serve as the MCLE Board 

Vice-Chair from October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018. 
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Staff Report 

 

MCLE Manager Position:  Three candidates for the MCLE Manager position are currently under 

consideration. The second round of interviews will take place in the next few weeks. 

 

CLEReg Annual Conference:  Each year, CLE regulators from different jurisdictions in North America 

gather at the CLEreg Annual Conference.  The Staff Liaison provided a summary of the conference 

sessions, which included information about MCLE in Canada, new eLearning formats for CLE, and the 

new ABA Model MCLE rule. 

 

Alcohol Service at CLEs: The Staff Liaison indicated that a hot topic circulating among CLE regulators is 

whether alcohol served prior to an education session should be taken into consideration when reviewing a 

course for accreditation.  The Board considered an example and does not believe it to be concerning at this 

time as the attendee would in all likelihood use their best judgment.   

 

 

Member Hardship Petitions 

 

The Board reviewed and decided on a total of three member petitions.  No listing of these decisions is 

included in these minutes to protect the confidentiality of the members. 

 

 

Course Accreditation Appeals 

 

The Board reviewed and considered accreditation for activity 1039958 which was denied for MCLE credit 

by staff because it did not qualify under the Standards of Approval as laid out in APR11 (h)(1).  The Board 

voted and upheld the staff’s decision to deny accreditation. 

 

The Board also reviewed and considered accreditation for activity 1042258 which was denied for MCLE 

credit by staff because it did not qualify under the Standards of Approval as laid out in APR11 (h)(1).  The 

Board voted and decided in favor of approving three sessions for Law & Legal Procedure credit.  

 

 

Fees Subcommittee Report and Recommendation 

 

Andrew Benjamin summarized the purpose of the Subcommittee on MCLE fees: first, the MCLE fees 

have not been changed since 2003; second, the cost of depreciation of the MCLE software program has 

contributed to a budget deficit for the MCLE program; and third, activity accreditation and compliance for 

LPOs and LLLTs will be absorbed into the MCLE Board program, which will add an additional 

administrative burden.  Members of the Subcommittee on MCLE fees presented their proposal and 

answered questions from other members of the Board.  The Board approved by motion the 

Subcommittee’s new proposed fee structure. 

 

 

Member Late Fee Discussion 

 

Currently, the MCLE member late fee increases by $300 every consecutive reporting period in which the 

member is late in reporting compliance.  The Board discussed whether increasing the late fee for 

consecutively late reporting periods works to prevent members from being late in the future.  The Board 

reviewed data on member late fees as well as the language in APR 11 on collecting fees.  Staff provided 

clarification regarding the type and frequency of reminders to members about upcoming deadlines.  The 

Board brainstormed alternative member late fee structures, for instance, capping the late fee accrual at a 
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certain amount or automatically reducing the fee in situations in which the member fails to certify but 

completed and reported their credits by the deadline.  The Board tabled the topic for further discussion at 

the next MCLE Board meeting on October 6, 2017.  

 

 

MCLE Board Orientation Materials 

 

The Board reviewed the orientation materials prepared by the Staff Liaison for new MCLE Board 

members.  The Board recommended a change on one slide and also provided additional feedback on 

information that should be covered at the next orientation.   

 

 

Sponsor Issues: WSBA Deskbook  

 

On February 28, 2017, the MCLE Board sent a letter to Margaret Morgan, WSBA Senior Legal Editor, 

advising her of the decision to discontinue the practice of allowing WSBA Deskbook authors to earn credit 

before publication.  This decision was made as the practice constitutes a violation of APR 11(e)(5).  The 

effective date of this decision was postponed to January 1, 2018 to facilitate the transition.  

WSBA Staff asked the Board for clarification regarding the effective date.  The Board clarified that 

beginning January 1, 2018, members will not get credit for writing until after the publish date.  Up until 

then, if the member’s writing and editing is complete but publish date is not until after January 1, 2018, 

then the member may claim credit for their work completed this year.   

 

Accredited Sponsor Audit 

 

During the past few months, WSBA staff has conducted audits of accredited sponsors. The audit focused 

on whether accredited sponsors accredit their courses accurately and whether their website correctly 

conveys the Washington MCLE rules.  The Staff Liaison explained the staff’s methodology and 

summarized data gathered from the audit.  Each accredited sponsor received a customized letter 

summarizing the findings from the audit and, if applicable, deadlines for corrective action.  WSBA plans 

to move forward with additional phases of the audit. New accredited sponsor applications will not be 

considered until the audit is complete.   

 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business at hand, the MCLE Board meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  The next 

regularly scheduled Board meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, October 6, 2017. 

 

 

                   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

                   
Renata de Carvalho Garcia 

MCLE Board Staff Liaison 


