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U.S. and District of Columbia 

Alabama 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will demean myself as an attorney, according to the best of 
my learning and ability, and with all good fidelity, as well to the court as to the client; that I will 
use no falsehood or delay any person’s cause for lucre or malice and that I will support the 
Constitution of the State of Alabama and of the United States, so long as I continue a citizen 
thereof, so help me God. 

Alaska 

I do swear or affirm: 

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Alaska; 

I will respect courts of justice and judicial officers; 

I will always be truthful and honorable in my practice of law; 

I will not aid anyone in formulating or pursuing claims or defenses that are asserted in bad faith 
or are unfounded in fact or law; 

I will never seek to mislead a judge, a jury, or another attorney by false statement or trickery; 

I will be candid, fair, and courteous to courts, attorneys, parties, and witnesses; 

I will not attack the honor or reputation of any person unless I am required to do so in order to 
obtain justice for my client; 

Except as authorized or required by the Rules of Professional Conduct, I will preserve the secrets 
of my clients, and I will not engage in conduct that might impair my loyalty to a client; 

I will uphold the honor and dignity of the legal profession; 

And I will strive to improve both the law and the administration of justice. 
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Arizona 

I, (Print Name) ________________________________________________________, do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the constitution and laws of the United States and 
the State of Arizona; 

I will treat the courts of justice and judicial officers with due respect; 

I will not counsel or maintain any action, proceeding, or defense that lacks a reasonable basis in 
fact or law; 

I will be honest in my dealing with others and not make false or misleading statements of fact or 
law; 

I will fulfill my duty of confidentiality to my client; I will not accept compensation for 
representing my client from anyone other than my client without my client’s knowledge and 
approval; 

I will avoid engaging in unprofessional conduct; I will not advance any fact prejudicial to the 
honor or reputation of a party or witness, unless required by my duties to my client or tribunal; 

I will support the fair administration of justice, professionalism among lawyers, and legal 
representation for those unable to afford counsel; 

I will at all times faithfully and diligently adhere to the rules of professional responsibility and A 
Lawyer’s Creed of Professionalism of the State Bar of Arizona. 
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Arkansas 

I do solemnly swear or affirm: 

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Arkansas, 
and I will faithfully perform the duties of attorney at law. 

I will maintain the respect and courtesy due to courts of justice, judicial officers, and those who 
assist them. 

I will, to the best of my ability, abide by the Arkansas Rules of Professional Conduct and any 
other standards of ethics proclaimed by the courts, and in doubtful cases I will attempt to abide 
by the spirit of those ethical rules and precepts of honor and fair play. 

To opposing parties and their counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, 
but also in all written and oral communications. 

I will not reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the impoverished, the 
defenseless, or the oppressed. 

I will endeavor always to advance the cause of justice and to defend and to keep inviolate the 
rights of all persons whose trust is conferred upon me as an attorney at law. 

California 

Oath (to be taken before a Notary or other authorized administering officer): I, (licensee name) 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of California, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of an 
attorney and counselor at law to the best of my knowledge and ability. As an officer of the court, 
I will strive to conduct myself at all times with dignity, courtesy and integrity. 
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Colorado 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that: 

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Colorado; 

I will maintain the respect due to courts and judicial officers; 

I will employ such means as are consistent with truth and honor; 

I will treat all persons whom I encounter through my practice of law with fairness, courtesy, 
respect and honesty; 

I will use my knowledge of the law for the betterment of society and the improvement of the 
legal system; 

I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed; 

I will at all times faithfully and diligently adhere to the Colorado Rules of Professional Conduct. 

Connecticut 

You solemnly swear or solemnly and sincerely affirm, as the case may be, that you will do 
nothing dishonest, and will not knowingly allow anything dishonest to be done in court, and that 
you will inform the court of any dishonesty of which you have knowledge; that you will not 
knowingly maintain or assist in maintaining any cause of action that is false or unlawful; that you 
will not obstruct any cause of action for personal gain or malice; but that you will exercise the 
office of attorney, in any court in which you may practice, according to the best of your learning 
and judgment, faithfully, to both your client and the court; so help you God or upon penalty of 
perjury. 
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Delaware 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Delaware; that I will behave myself in the office of an attorney 
within the Court according to the best of my learning and ability and with all good fidelity, as 
well to the Court as to the client; that I will use no falsehood, nor delay any person's cause 
through lucre and malice. 

Florida 

I do solemnly swear: 

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Florida; 

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers; 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceedings which shall appear to me to be unjust, nor 
any defense except such as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of the land; 

I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me such means only as are 
consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice 
or false statement of fact or law; 

I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my clients, and will accept no 
compensation in connection with their business except from them or with their knowledge and 
approval; 

To opposing parties and their counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, 
but also in all written and oral communications; 

I will abstain from all offensive personality and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or 
reputation of a party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am 
charged; 

I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed, or delay anyone’s cause for lucre or malice. So help me God. 
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Georgia 

I (attorney's name), swear that I will truly and honestly, justly, and uprightly conduct myself as a 
member of this learned profession and in accordance with the Georgia Rules of Professional 
Conduct, as an attorney and counselor and that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of Georgia. So help me God. 

Hawaii 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution and laws of the State of Hawaiʻi, and that I will at all times conduct 
myself in accordance with the Hawaiʻi Rules of Professional Conduct. As an officer of the courts 
to which I am admitted to practice, I will conduct myself with dignity and civility towards 
judicial officers, court staff, and my fellow professionals. I will faithfully discharge my duties as 
attorney, counselor, and solicitor in the courts of the state to the best of my ability, giving due 
consideration to the legal needs of those without access to justice. 

Idaho 

I, _______________________________, subscribe to the following oath: I Do Solemnly Swear 
That: (I do Solemnly Affirm That:) I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the state of Idaho. I will abide by the rules of professional conduct adopted by the 
Idaho Supreme Court. I will respect courts and judicial officers in keeping with my role as an 
officer of the court. I will represent my clients with vigor and zeal and will preserve inviolate 
their confidences and secrets. I will never seek to mislead a court or opposing party by false 
statement of fact or law and will scrupulously honor promises and commitments made. I will 
attempt to resolve matters expeditiously and without unnecessary expense. I will contribute time 
and resources to public service, and will never reject, for any consideration personal to myself, 
the cause of the defenseless or oppressed. I will conduct myself personally and professionally in 
conformity with the high standards of my profession. So help me God. ( I hereby affirm.) 

Illinois 

I do solemnly swear (affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States, and the 
Constitution of the State of Illinois, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of 
.... to the best of my ability. 
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Indiana 

I do solemnly swear or affirm that: I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana; I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and 
judicial officers; I will not counsel or maintain any action, proceeding, or defense which shall 
appear to me to be unjust, but this obligation shall not prevent me from defending a person 
charged with crime in any case; I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided 
to me, such means only as are consistent with truth, and never seek to mislead the court or jury 
by any artifice or false statement of fact or law; I will maintain the confidence and preserve 
inviolate the secrets of my client at every peril to myself; I will abstain from offensive 
personality and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or reputation of a party or witness, 
unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am charged; I will not encourage either 
the commencement or the continuance of any action or proceeding from any motive of passion 
or interest; I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the 
defenseless, the oppressed or those who cannot afford adequate legal assistance; so help me God. 

Iowa 

I swear or affirm: 

As an officer of the Court serving in the administration of justice, I will: 

• Support the Constitution of the United States and the State of Iowa 
• Perform to the utmost of my abilities and education 
• Maintain the respect due to the Courts and my colleagues 
• Faithfully and ethically discharge the duties required of Iowa lawyers 

As a zealous advocate and counselor for my client, I will: 

• Strive to be worthy of trust and respect 
• Counsel clients to maintain only those disputes supported by law and the legal process 
• Use only those means consistent with justice 
• Maintain the confidences of my clients as required by law 
• Support the cause of the defenseless or oppressed, pro bono publico 

As a member of the legal community, I will: 

• Strive to represent the legal profession as one of justice, honor, civility, and service. 
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Kansas 

You do solemnly swear or affirm that you will support and bear true allegiance to the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Kansas; that you will 
neither delay nor deny the rights of any person through malice, for lucre, or from any unworthy 
desire; that you will not knowingly foster or promote, or give your assent to any fraudulent, 
groundless or unjust suit; that you will neither do, nor consent to the doing of any falsehood in 
court; and that you will discharge your duties as an attorney and counselor of the Supreme Court 
and all other courts of the State of Kansas with fidelity both to the Court and to your cause, and 
to the best of your knowledge and ability. So help you God. 

Kentucky 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of this Commonwealth, and be faithful and true to the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky so long as I continue a citizen thereof, and that I will faithfully 
execute, to the best of my ability, the office of .... according to law; and I do further solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that since the adoption of the present Constitution, I, being a citizen of this 
State, have not fought a duel with deadly weapons within this State nor out of it, nor have I sent 
or accepted a challenge to fight a duel with deadly weapons, nor have I acted as second in 
carrying a challenge, nor aided or assisted any person thus offending, so help me God. 

Louisiana 

I solemnly swear (or affirm) I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Louisiana; I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and 
judicial officers; I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding which shall appear to me 
to be unjust, nor any defense except such as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of 
the land; I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me such means 
only as are consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by an 
artifice or false statement of fact or law; I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the 
secrets of my client, and will accept no compensation in connection with a client’s business 
except from the client or with the client’s knowledge and approval; To opposing parties and their 
counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, but also in all written and oral 
communications; I will abstain from all offensive personality, and advance no fact prejudicial to 
the honor or reputation of a party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with 
which I am charged; I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of 
the defenseless or oppressed, or delay any person’s cause for lucre or malice. So help me God. 
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Maine 

You solemnly swear that you will do no falsehood nor consent to the doing of any in court, and 
that if you know of an intention to commit any, you will give knowledge thereof to the justices 
of the court or some of them that it may be prevented; you will not wittingly or willingly 
promote or sue any false, groundless or unlawful suit nor give aid or consent to the same; that 
you will delay no man for lucre or malice, but will conduct yourself in the office of an attorney 
within the courts according to the best of your knowledge and discretion, and with all good 
fidelity, as well as to the courts, as to your clients. So help you God. 

Maryland 

I do solemnly (swear) (affirm) that I will at all times demean myself fairly and honorably as an 
attorney and practitioner at law; that I will bear true allegiance to the State of Maryland, and 
support the laws and Constitution thereof, and that I will bear true allegiance to the United 
States, and that I will support, protect and defend the Constitution, laws and government thereof 
as the supreme law of the land; any law, or ordinance of this or any state to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Massachusetts 

I (repeat the name) solemnly swear that I will do no falsehood, nor consent to the doing of any in 
court; I will not wittingly or willingly promote or sue any false, groundless or unlawful suit, nor 
give aid or consent to the same; I will delay no man for lucre or malice; but I will conduct myself 
in the office of an attorney within the courts according to the best of my knowledge and 
discretion, and with all good fidelity as well to the courts as my clients. So help me God. 
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Michigan 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm): 

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Michigan; 

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers; 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding which shall appear to me to be unjust, nor 
any defense except such as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of the land; 

I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me such means only as are 
consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice 
or false statement of fact or law; 

I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my client, and will accept no 
compensation in connection with my client's business except with my client's knowledge and 
approval; 

I will abstain from all offensive personality, and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or 
reputation of a party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am 
charged; 

I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed, or delay any cause for lucre or malice; 

I will in all other respects conduct myself personally and professionally in conformity with the 
high standards of conduct imposed upon members of the bar as conditions for the privilege to 
practice law in this State. 

Minnesota 

You do swear that you will support the Constitution of the United States and that of the state of 
Minnesota, and will conduct yourself as an attorney and counselor at law in an upright and 
courteous manner, to the best of your learning and ability, with all good fidelity as well to the 
court as to the client, and that you will use no falsehood or deceit, nor delay any person's cause 
for lucre or malice. So help you God. 
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Mississippi 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will demean myself, as an attorney and counselor of this 
court, according to the best of my learning and ability, and with all good fidelity as well to the 
court as to the client; that I will use no falsehood nor delay any person's cause for lucre or 
malice, and that I will support the Constitution of the State of Mississippi and the Constitution of 
the United States. So help me God. 

Missouri 

I do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution 
of the State of Missouri; 

That I will maintain the respect due courts of justice, judicial officers and members of my 
profession and will at all times conduct myself with dignity becoming of an officer of the court 
in which I appear; 

That I will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice or false statement of fact or 
law; 

That I will at all times conduct myself in accordance with the Rules of Professional Conduct; 
and, 

That I will practice law to the best of my knowledge and ability and with consideration for the 
defenseless and oppressed. 

So help me God. 
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Montana 

I do affirm: I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State 
of Montana; I will maintain the respect due to the courts of justice and judicial officers; I will not 
counsel or maintain any proceedings which shall appear to me to be taken in bad faith or any 
defense except such as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of; I will employ for the 
purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me such means only as are consistent with truth 
and honor, and will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by an artifice or false statement of 
fact or law; I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my client and will 
accept no compensation in connection with my client's business except from my client or with 
my clients knowledge or approval; I will be candid, fair, and courteous before the court and with 
other attorneys, maintain civility toward opposing parties and their counsel not only in court, but 
also in all written and oral communications, and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or 
reputation of the party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am 
charged; I shall faithfully discharge the duties of an attorney and counselor at law with fidelity to 
the best of my knowledge and ability; I will strive to uphold the honor and to maintain the 
dignity of the profession to improve not only the law but the administration of justice, so help me 
God. 

Nebraska 

You do solemnly swear that you will support the Constitution of the United States, and the 
Constitution of this state, and that you will faithfully discharge the duties of an attorney and 
counselor, according to the best of your ability. 

Nevada 

I do solemnly swear, or affirm, that:  

I will support the Constitution and government of the United States and of the State of Nevada;  

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers; 

I will support, abide by and follow the Rules of Professional Conduct as are now or may 
hereafter be adopted by the Supreme Court;  

I will conduct myself in a civil and professional manner, whether dealing with clients, opposing 
parties and counsel, judicial officers or the general public, and will promote the administration of 
justice; and  

I will and honestly discharge the duties of an attorney at law to the best of my knowledge and 
ability. 
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New Hampshire 

You solemnly swear or affirm that you will do no falsehood, nor consent that any be done in the 
court, and if you know of any, that you will give knowledge thereof to the justices of the court, 
or some of them, that it may be reformed; that you will not wittingly or willingly promote, sue or 
procure to be sued any false or unlawful suit, nor consent to the same; that you will delay no 
person for lucre or malice, and will act in the office of an attorney within the court according to 
the best of your learning and discretion, and with all good fidelity as well to the court as to your 
client. So help you God or under the pains and penalty of perjury. 

New Jersey 

I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of New Jersey; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same and 
to the Governments established in the United States and in this State, under the authority of the 
people; and that I will perform the duties of an attorney at law faithfully, impartially, and justly, 
to the best of my ability 
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New Mexico 

I, __________________, do solemnly swear or affirm: 

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New 
Mexico; 

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers; 

I will comply with the Rules of Professional Conduct adopted by the New Mexico Supreme 
Court; 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding which shall appear to me to be unjust, nor 
any defense except such as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of the land; 

I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me such means only as are 
consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice 
or false statement of fact or law; 

I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my clients, and will accept no 
compensation in connection with their business except from them or with their knowledge and 
approval; 

I will maintain civility at all times, abstain from all offensive personality, and advance no fact 
prejudicial to the honor or reputation of a party or witness unless required by the justice of the 
cause with which I am charged; 

I will never reject from any consideration personal to myself the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed, or delay any person’s cause for lucre or malice. 
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New York 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the United States, and the 
constitution of the State of New York, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office 
of [attorney and counselor-at-law], according to the best of my ability. 

North Carolina 

I, ________________________________________, do solemnly swear that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States; so help me God.  

I, ________________________________________, do solemnly and sincerely swear that I will 
be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina and to the Constitutional 
powers and authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; and that I 
will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution of said state, not inconsistent with 
the Constitution of the  

United States, to the best of my knowledge and ability; so help me God.  

 I, ________________________________________, do swear that I will truly and honestly 
demean myself in the practice of an Attorney, according to the best of my knowledge and ability, 
so help me God. 

North Dakota 

I , ______________ of _____________ N.D., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 
the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of North Dakota; and that I 
will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of _________ according to the best of my ability, 
so help me God  (under pains and penalties of perjury). 
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Ohio 

I, , hereby (swear or affirm) that I will support the Constitution and the laws of the United States 
and the Constitution and the laws of Ohio, and I will abide by the Ohio Rules of Professional 
Conduct. 

In my capacity as an attorney and officer of the Court, I will conduct myself with dignity and 
civility and show respect toward judges, court staff, clients, fellow professionals, and all other 
persons. 

I will honestly, faithfully, and competently discharge the duties of an attorney at law. (So help 
me God.) 

Oklahoma 

You do solemnly swear that you will support, protect and defend the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma; that you will do no falsehood or consent 
that any be done in court, and if you know of any you will give knowledge thereof to the judges 
of the court, or some one of them, that it may be reformed; you will not wittingly, willingly or 
knowingly promote, sue, or procure to be sued, any false or unlawful suit, or give aid or consent 
to the same; you will delay no man for lucre or malice, but will act in the office of attorney in 
this court according to your best learning and discretion, with all good fidelity as well to the 
court as to your client, so help you God. 

Oregon 

I, _______________________________________________________, swear (or affirm):  

That I will faithfully and honestly conduct myself in the office of an attorney in the courts of the 
State of Oregon; that I will observe and abide by the Rules of Professional Conduct approved by 
the Supreme Court of the State of Oregon; and that I will support the Constitution and laws of 
the United States and of the State of Oregon. To the court, opposing parties and their counsel, I 
pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, but also in all written and oral 
communications. 

Pennsylvania 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, obey and defend the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of this Commonwealth and that I will discharge the duties of 
my office with fidelity, as well to the court as to the client, that I will use no falsehood, nor delay 
the cause of any person for lucre or malice. 
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Rhode Island 

You solemnly swear that in the exercise of the office of attorney and counselor  you will do no 
falsehood, nor consent to any being done; you will not wittingly or  willingly promote, sue or 
cause to be sued any false or unlawful suit; or give aid, or  consent to the same; you will delay no 
man's cause for lucre or malice; you will in  all respects demean yourself as an attorney and 
counselor of this court and of all , mother courts before which you may practice uprightly and 
according to law, with fidelity as well to the court as to your client; and that you will support the 
constitution and laws of this state and the constitution and laws of the United States. So help you 
God. 

  



U.S. OATHS OF ADMISSION  

U.S. Oaths of Admission 18 

 

South Carolina 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that: 

I am duly qualified, according to the Constitution of this State, to exercise the duties of the office 
to which I have been appointed, and that I will, to the best of my ability, discharge those duties 
and will preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of this State and of the United States; 

I will maintain the respect and courtesy due to courts of justice, judicial officers, and those who 
assist them; 

To my clients, I pledge faithfulness, competence, diligence, good judgment, and prompt 
communication; 

To opposing parties and their counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, 
but also in all written and oral communications; 

I will not pursue or maintain any suit or proceeding which appears to me to be unjust nor 
maintain any defenses except those I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of the land, 
but this obligation shall not prevent me from defending a person charged with a crime; 

I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me only such means as are 
consistent with trust and honor and the principles of professionalism, and will never seek to 
mislead an opposing party, the judge, or jury by a false statement of fact or law; 

I will respect and preserve inviolate the confidences of my clients, and will accept no 
compensation in connection with a client's business except from the client or with the client's 
knowledge and approval; 

I will maintain the dignity of the legal system and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or 
reputation of a party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am 
charged; 

I will assist the defenseless or oppressed by ensuring that justice is available to all citizens and 
will not delay any person's cause for profit or malice; 

[So help me God.] 
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South Dakota 

I do solemnly swear, or affirm, that: 

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of South 
Dakota; 

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers; 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding which shall appear to me to be unjust, nor 
any defense except such as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of the land; 

I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me such means only as are 
consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice 
or false statement of fact or law; 

I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my client, and will accept no 
compensation in connection with a client's business except from that client or with the client's 
knowledge or approval; 

I will abstain from all offensive personality, and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or 
reputation of a party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am 
charged; 

I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed, or delay any person's cause for lucre or malice. 

Tennessee 

I, ___________, do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of Tennessee. In the practice of my profession, I will 
conduct myself with honesty, fairness, integrity, and civility to the best of my skill and abilities, 
so help me God. 
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Texas 

I, , do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitutions of the United States, and of this State; 
that I will honestly demean myself in the practice of law; that I will discharge my duties to my 
clients to the best of my ability; and, that I will conduct myself with integrity and civility in 
dealing and communicating with the court and all parties. So help me God. 

Texas (alternate) 

I, , do affirm that I will support the Constitutions of the United States, and of this State; that I 
will honestly demean myself in the practice of law; that I will  discharge my duties to my clients 
to the best of my ability; and, that I will conduct myself with integrity and civility in dealing and 
communicating with the court and all parties. 

Utah 

I DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR that I will support, obey and defend the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of Utah; that I will discharge the duties of attorney and counselor at 
law as an officer of the courts with honesty, fidelity, professionalism, and civility; and that I will 
faithfully observe the Rules of Professional Conduct and the Standards of Professionalism and 
Civility promulgated by the Supreme Court of the State of Utah. 
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Vermont 

In accordance with 12 VSA §§ 5812 and 5851, I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will do no 
falsehood, nor consent that any be done in court, and if I know of any, I will give knowledge 
thereof to the judges of the court or some of them, that it may be reformed; that I will not 
wittingly, willingly, or knowingly promote, sue, or procure to be sued, any false or unlawful suit, 
or give aid or consent to the same; that I will delay no person for lucre or malice, but will act in 
the office of attorney within the court, according to my best learning and discretion, with all 
good fidelity as well to the court as to my client. 

If an Oath: “So help me God.”  
If an Affirmation: “Under the pains and penalties of perjury.” 

In accordance with Chapter II, Section 56 of the Vermont Constitution, I do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will be true and faithful to the State of Vermont, and that I will not, directly or 
indirectly, do any act or thing injurious to the Constitution or the Government thereof. 

If an Oath: “So help me God.”  
If an Affirmation: “Under the pains and penalties of perjury.” 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will be true and faithful to the United States of America, 
and that I will not, directly or indirectly, do any act or thing injurious to the Constitution or the 
Government thereof. 

If an Oath: “So help me God.”  
If an Affirmation: “Under the pains and penalties of perjury.” 

Virginia 

I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and that I will faithfully, honestly, 
professionally, and courteously demean myself in the practice of law and execute my office of 
attorney at law to the best of my ability, so help me God. 
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Washington 

1. I am fully subject to the laws of the State of Washington and the laws of the United States and 
will abide by the same. 

2. I will support the constitution of the State of Washington and the constitution of the United 
States. 

3. I will abide by the Rules of Professional Conduct approved by the Supreme Court of the State 
of Washington. 

4. I will maintain the respect due to the courts of justice and judicial officers. 

5. I will not counsel, or maintain any suit, or proceeding, which shall appear to me to be unjust or 
any defense except as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law, unless it is in defense of 
a person charged with a public offense. I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes 
confided to me only those means consistent with truth and honor. I will never seek to mislead 
the judge or jury by any artifice or false statement. 

6. I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my client, and will accept 
no compensation in connection with the business of my client unless this compensation is from 
or with the knowledge and approval of the client or with the approval of the court. 

7. I will abstain from all offensive personalities, and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or 
reputation of a party or witness unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am 
charged. 

8. I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed, or delay unjustly the cause of any person. 

Washington DC 

I, _____________________________ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that as a member of the Bar 
of this Court, I will demean myself uprightly and according to law; and that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 

  



U.S. OATHS OF ADMISSION  

U.S. Oaths of Admission 23 

 

West Virginia 

I do solemnly swear or affirm that: I will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of West Virginia; 

that I will honestly demean myself in the practice of law; that I will conduct myself with 
integrity, dignity and civility and show respect toward judges, court staff, clients, fellow 
professionals and all other persons; and, to the best of my ability, execute my office of attorney-
at-law; so help me God. 

Wisconsin 

I will support the constitution of the United States and the constitution of the state of Wisconsin; 

I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers; 

I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceeding which shall appear to me to be unjust, or 
any defense, except such as I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of the land; 

I will employ, for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me, such means only as are 
consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice 
or false statement of fact or law; 

I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my client and will accept no 
compensation in connection with my client's business except from my client or with my client's 
knowledge and approval; 

I will abstain from all offensive personality and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or 
reputation of a party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am 
charged; 

I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed, or delay any person's cause for lucre or malice. So help me God. 

Wyoming 

I, ______ , do solemnly swear that I will support, obey and defend the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution and laws of the State of Wyoming, and that I will faithfully and 
honestly and to the best of my ability discharge the duties of an Attorney and Counselor at Law. 
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U.S. Territories 

Guam 

I solemnly swear that I will support The Constitution of the United States, The Organic Act of 
Guam, the applicable statutes of the United States and the laws of Guam; that I will maintain the 
respect due to the courts of justice and judicial officers and that I will conduct myself honorably 
as an attorney at law; and that I will abide by the Guam Rules of Professional Conduct. 

US Virgin Islands 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm): I will support the Constitution and laws of the United States 
applicable to the Virgin Islands, and the laws of the Virgin Islands; I will maintain the respect 
due to courts of justice and judicial officers, and conduct myself in accordance with the Virgin 
Islands Rules of Professional Conduct; I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceedings 
which shall appear to me to be unjust, nor any defense except such as I believe to be honestly 
debatable under the law of the land; I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes 
confided to me such means only as are consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to 
mislead the judge or jury by any artifice or false statement of fact or law; I will maintain the 
confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my clients, and will accept no compensation in 
connection with their business except from them or with their knowledge and approval; To 
opposing parties and their counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, but 
also in all written and oral communications; I will abstain from all offensive personality and 
advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or reputation of a party or witness, unless required by the 
justice of the cause with which I am charged; I will never reject, from any consideration personal 
to myself, the cause of the defenseless or oppressed, or delay anyone's cause for lucre or malice; 
I will strive to uphold the honor and maintain the dignity of the profession and to improve not 
only the law, but the administration of justice; and I will in all other respects conduct myself 
personally and professionally in conformity with the high standards of conduct imposed upon 
members of the bar as conditions for the privilege to practice law in the Virgin Islands. So help 
me God. (I hereby affirm) 

Northern Mariana Islands 

I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that as an attorney and as a counselor of this court I will 
conduct myself uprightly and according to law, and that I will support the constitution of the 
United States. 
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Federal Courts1 

I, ____________________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that as an attorney and as a counselor 
of this court I will conduct myself uprightly and according to law, and that I will support the 
constitution of the United States. 

 

1 This is the form oath published by the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts on behalf of the Federal 
Judiciary. National court forms can be used in all federal courts, but each federal courts maintains their 
own local court forms, and federal oaths can and do vary. 
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