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Q1 Please indicate all WA counties in which you currently practice.
Throughout the survey the term 'your community' is intended to include all

areas where you practice. 
Answered: 48 Skipped: 0

Adams

Asotin

Benton

Chelan

Clallam

Clark

Columbia

Cowlitz

Douglas

Ferry

Franklin

Garfield

Grant

Grays Harbor

Island

Jefferson

King

Kit



Survey: Legal Practice in Washington's Rural Communities SurveyMonkey

2 / 55

Kitsap
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Out of state

Out of country
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10.42% 5

16.67% 8

2.08% 1

2.08% 1

0.00% 0

4.17% 2
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
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0.00% 0
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72.92% 35

27.08% 13

Q2 Are you from the community where you practice?
Answered: 48 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 48
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22.92% 11

22.92% 11

14.58% 7

14.58% 7

25.00% 12

Q3 How long have you been practicing in your community?
Answered: 48 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 48
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Q4 Why did you choose to practice in your community? 
Answered: 47 Skipped: 1
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 Coming out of law school, my wife (before we got married) was working as a cpa in the rural
communities I work in now, and she heard the local law firm was looking for a new attorney to
take over the office of a retiring attorney in one of the offices, I interviewed, and it all fell in place
for us. My dad grew up on a farm in Nebraska, and worked as a rural appraiser ag lender, I
worked cherry harvest and wheat harvest in tri-cities, hunted and fished, and had no desire to
work on the west side of the state, and didn't want to work in a large city. I hadn't planned on
working in a small town but it just fell in place nicely for me.

5/1/2020 4:44 PM

2 People began asking me to do things for them when they found out I was an attorney and it has
grown into a practice. I didn’t actually intend to have a law practice here.

5/1/2020 7:34 AM

3 Fell in love with Lopez Island and the island attorney was ready to retire and sell his practice. 4/30/2020 5:22 PM

4 Born and raised in Clarkston; moved back here from Washington DC law firm to raise family
and practice here.

4/30/2020 3:55 PM

5 I enjoy a rural lifestyle. 4/30/2020 1:16 PM

6 Offered a job in the community, close to where I wanted to reside. 4/30/2020 12:45 PM

7 Island/rural/waterfront 4/30/2020 11:57 AM

8 I live in the area and I like helping local people. 4/30/2020 11:41 AM

9 I don't practice. I'm a retired lawyer who has maintained his active bar membership. There are
probably a lot of us in San Juan county.

4/30/2020 11:36 AM

10 I wanted to live here. 4/30/2020 11:17 AM

11 It is my hometown and I wanted to help people. 4/30/2020 11:01 AM

12 I don't really practice here. I live and work here, but my clients are all in Texas. I've worked
remotely for Texas clients from wherever I've lived for 15 years.

4/30/2020 10:59 AM

13 Unique opportunity to be involved with diverse legal, general practice, in small town. 4/30/2020 10:55 AM

14 My family lives here. 4/30/2020 10:54 AM

15 I built a home in the county 4/30/2020 10:52 AM

16 It was a great place to raise a family though the legal opportunities may have been less. The
cost of living is low as is the crime rate.

4/30/2020 10:50 AM

17 Did not want to live or work in a large city. 4/30/2020 10:44 AM

18 I enjoy rural living and giving back to the community where I grew up. I also like being close to
my family.

4/30/2020 10:33 AM

19 Amazing little town (Port Townsend), high quality of life, and cost of living. 4/30/2020 10:23 AM

20 It's beautiful, small, and colegial, and anyone can make a difference. i've tried spelling collegial
four different ways and can't get it right!

4/28/2020 2:05 PM

21 Wanted to raise family in a small town. When I bought the firm it looked like a good population /
attorney ratio.

4/8/2020 11:06 AM

22 grew up here. Liked the community. 4/7/2020 4:11 PM

23 - because although I was away for many many years, elsewhere, I'm a native, I was ready to
return, and there were no other lawyers left who actually lived here;

4/7/2020 12:27 PM

24 I secured an in-house position, prior to opening my own office. 4/7/2020 11:30 AM

25 There were no civil attorneys in the county before I moved here. I wanted to raise my family in a
rural setting and it seemed like there would be enough demand for services to support my
practice. Since moving here, I can confirm that there is plenty of work for me.

4/7/2020 10:16 AM

26 I knew folks from the community before moving here. 4/6/2020 12:15 PM

27 I like the community and I like the pace of small town practice 4/6/2020 9:56 AM
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28 I enjoy this community 4/6/2020 9:37 AM

29 I was born and raised in the community in which I am now practicing law. I love living here and I
have always intended to come back to work and raise my own family here.

4/5/2020 12:27 PM

30 Ease of transition--I knew the other attorneys. Also I got a job there because no one from a
larger county wanted it.

4/4/2020 1:11 PM

31 job opening I wanted 4/3/2020 5:05 PM

32 Its home, and its where i wanted to raise my family. The people are good decent people that
care about doing the right thing.

4/3/2020 1:38 PM

33 In 1995, it was the only location in which I could find employment. 4/3/2020 11:52 AM

34 I like Columbia County and its underserved. 4/3/2020 10:57 AM

35 Family ties. Nice place to live. Grew up here. 4/3/2020 10:19 AM

36 I work out of my house. Most all my clients are from out of the area and I do not need an office
to do work for my client base. Thus I can live where I want and work where I have to.

4/3/2020 8:43 AM

37 I grew up here and connect with a great client base. 4/3/2020 8:15 AM

38 I was practicing in Adams County & was doing conflict indigent defense in multiple rural
counties. I bought property after one of the local Judges aske me to bid on the Public Defender
Contract in 2006.

4/3/2020 7:50 AM

39 Small towns and it is where I am from 4/3/2020 7:48 AM

40 It was a better job opportunity than my previous job. 4/3/2020 7:10 AM

41 Moved here to retire. Now almost there. 4/2/2020 7:31 PM

42 Live here 4/2/2020 7:12 PM

43 I wanted to live where people prefer to vacation. 4/2/2020 6:25 PM

44 own home here, bought a practice of a deceased lawyer, like it here 4/2/2020 5:47 PM

45 I moved here to open another business. 4/2/2020 4:36 PM

46 I live here. 4/2/2020 4:13 PM

47 There was an opening to do public defense work, and practicing in a small community allows
you to get to know the people and their situation well.

4/2/2020 4:02 PM
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Q5 What type of law do you practice? Please select all that apply.
Answered: 48 Skipped: 0
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10.42% 5

2.08% 1

8.33% 4

2.08% 1

12.50% 6

Total Respondents: 48  

Tax

Torts

Traffic Offenses

Workers Compensation

Other



Survey: Legal Practice in Washington's Rural Communities SurveyMonkey

18 / 55

Q6 Do you enjoy practicing in your community?
Answered: 48 Skipped: 0
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I enjoy it so much, I would not practice anywhere else. 
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76.60% 36

23.40% 11

Q7 Do most of your clients live where you practice?
Answered: 47 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 47
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Q8 If not, where are they from?
Answered: 29 Skipped: 19

# RESPONSES DATE

1 n/a 4/30/2020 3:55 PM

2 n/a 4/30/2020 1:16 PM

3 NA 4/30/2020 12:45 PM

4 n/a 4/30/2020 11:41 AM

5 N/A. Again, I don't practice actively though I have an active bar membership. 4/30/2020 11:36 AM

6 Texas 4/30/2020 10:59 AM

7 California 4/30/2020 10:52 AM

8 If they are not from the immediate local area, then most are from the upper Northern Oregon
Coast or Vancouver or Portland

4/30/2020 10:50 AM

9 N/A Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 4/30/2020 10:23 AM

10 n/a 4/28/2020 2:05 PM

11 n/a 4/8/2020 11:06 AM

12 A few who are not from here have legal matters here. 4/7/2020 4:11 PM

13 - occasionally from Asotin or Columbia County, once in a great while from Spokane or Walla
Walla County or from Nez Perce County, Idaho;

4/7/2020 12:27 PM

14 Neighboring communities. 4/7/2020 11:30 AM

15 N/A 4/6/2020 12:15 PM

16 N/A 4/5/2020 12:27 PM

17 Most are foster children, placed across the state and beyond. 4/4/2020 1:11 PM

18 N/A 4/3/2020 11:52 AM

19 multiple areas across the state 4/3/2020 10:57 AM

20 All over the world. But mostly in the US 4/3/2020 8:43 AM

21 Spokane 4/3/2020 8:15 AM

22 N/A 4/3/2020 7:50 AM

23 I don't have clients, I am a government attorney 4/3/2020 7:10 AM

24 Yakima Valley & King County 4/2/2020 7:31 PM

25 Whatcom and Skagit Counties 4/2/2020 6:25 PM

26 mostly from Pacific and Wahkiakum Counties, for my practice in Pacific County 4/2/2020 5:47 PM

27 Most are local. 4/2/2020 4:36 PM

28 Metropolitan areas 4/2/2020 4:13 PM

29 NA 4/2/2020 4:02 PM
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35.56% 16

8.89% 4

0.00% 0

15.56% 7

40.00% 18

Q9 Do you provide any of the following? Please select all that apply. 
Answered: 45 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 45
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services
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sed fee service
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 all of above except subscription based fee service (the survey won't let me check more than
one box)

5/1/2020 4:44 PM

2 (list doesn't work, only allows 1 selection) pro bono; flat fee; hourly fee 4/30/2020 3:55 PM

3 None of the above, governmental work 4/30/2020 12:45 PM

4 I provide pro bono, low bono, flat rate, and hourly. It would not let me check multiple boxes 4/30/2020 11:41 AM

5 None. Retired. 4/30/2020 11:36 AM

6 I have a mixture of fees and Pro Bono along with taking minimal payments. 4/30/2020 11:01 AM

7 none 4/30/2020 10:52 AM

8 flat fees and contingent fees 4/30/2020 10:50 AM

9 Government lawyer - no client fees 4/30/2020 10:44 AM

10 Government Attorney 4/30/2020 10:33 AM

11 - all of the above except subscription. (The multiple selection isn't working); 4/7/2020 12:27 PM

12 Question settings are wrong. I do pro bono, low bono, and flat fee. 4/7/2020 10:16 AM

13 County Employee 4/6/2020 12:15 PM

14 none now--I am a City Prosecutor 4/3/2020 5:05 PM

15 all of the above 4/3/2020 10:57 AM

16 I don't know what low bono means exactly but I often give fee credits and write downs when it
seems appropriate

4/3/2020 10:19 AM

17 System won't let me select more than one - ? 4/2/2020 7:31 PM

18 I do both Pro-Bono, Low Bono, 4/2/2020 7:12 PM
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6.25% 3

93.75% 45

Q10 Do you provide pro bono services through a legal aid organization?
Answered: 48 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 48

Yes

No
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Q11 How do conflicts of interest impact the clients, or potential clients,
that you serve?

Answered: 46 Skipped: 2
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 Cost's for clients go up because no local attorneys so have to go to city or attorney has to come
here.

5/1/2020 4:44 PM

2 Very rarely in estate planning and probate 5/1/2020 7:34 AM

3 I am the only attorney practicing on Lopez Island, so I need to refer them to someone else in
the county.

4/30/2020 5:22 PM

4 not at all 4/30/2020 3:55 PM

5 This question is stupid. 4/30/2020 1:16 PM

6 Few attorneys that practice in the area so there many instances of conflicts of interests. 4/30/2020 12:45 PM

7 What does this mean? 4/30/2020 11:57 AM

8 It happens fairly often that I decline representation because of conflicts. In criminal defense, at
least once a month I have to decline because I represent a conflicting party

4/30/2020 11:41 AM

9 N/A. Retired. 4/30/2020 11:36 AM

10 Not much of a problem 4/30/2020 11:17 AM

11 There are only 2 attorneys with private offices in my hometown so people have to drive an hour
or more to obtain representation.

4/30/2020 11:01 AM

12 They don't. 4/30/2020 10:59 AM

13 Obviously have to work with attorneys in neighboring towns to deal with it. 4/30/2020 10:55 AM

14 Conflicts are easily resolved by referring them to other attorneys 4/30/2020 10:54 AM

15 not at all 4/30/2020 10:52 AM

16 Most have to be referred out to law firms from out of the area as we have limited lawyers
handling matters in our county

4/30/2020 10:50 AM

17 for most areas of law, it is not a major problem as there are other attorneys around. BUT for
some areas, it makes potential clients travel quite a distance to find an attorney to help them

4/30/2020 10:38 AM

18 Minimal. Sometimes I have a conflict if I am prosecuting someone I have previously
represented in a neighboring county. Other than that, the biggest "conflict" is that I personally
know many of my criminal defendants.

4/30/2020 10:33 AM

19 Often have conflicts of interest in primary practice areas. Often take out of county (Clallam)
clients

4/30/2020 10:23 AM

20 n/a 4/28/2020 2:05 PM

21 It occasionally results in a referral to another attorney, but i no longer do litigation so that is less
frequent than it used to be.

4/8/2020 11:06 AM

22 Issues constantly arise because of how many people I know. A determination has to be made
of whether there is a real conflict of interest.

4/7/2020 4:11 PM

23 - in a small rural farm town, depending on the nature of the case, just about everyone has
potential conflicts with just about everyone. It's not so much about whether or not there's a
conflict as it is about how the conflict is managed;

4/7/2020 12:27 PM

24 They haven't. 4/7/2020 11:30 AM

25 Significant. I have turned down work for a special purpose government due to concerns about
conflicting myself out of a lot of future work.

4/7/2020 10:16 AM

26 My office farms out cases with conflicts; they really do not affect my practice. 4/6/2020 12:15 PM

27 It is mainly a challenge in Municipal Court, where I serve as a prosecutor. Sometimes I have to
get a "substitute prosecutor" appointed.

4/6/2020 9:56 AM

28 In smaller communities like ours, when potential clients have been represented in the past, they
are much more likely to have been represented by one of the few attorneys still practicing in the

4/5/2020 12:27 PM
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area. This can make conflict-free representation difficult or impossible for local attorneys.

29 They come up and we sometimes have to get attorneys for clients that live out of town/county. 4/4/2020 1:11 PM

30 I sometimes have cases in which I represented a defendant in the past when I did defense
work. I inquire, thru the defendant's attorney, if the person will sign a Waiver of Conflict of
Interest. I have not received a "no" to date.

4/3/2020 5:05 PM

31 Its terrible when you are the only shop in town. 4/3/2020 1:38 PM

32 I have occasional conflicts of interest. 4/3/2020 11:52 AM

33 Not so much of an issue for me yet, but it has come up. Its a significant issue for those that
have practiced here for a long time.

4/3/2020 10:57 AM

34 It means I cannot represent them and they then go elsewhere. It also means that it is wise to
look ahead to anticipate conflicts and decline work that may eventually create a conflict, and
that can be tricky.

4/3/2020 10:19 AM

35 None 4/3/2020 8:43 AM

36 Daily 4/3/2020 8:15 AM

37 I am currently the conflict & preliminary appearance contract attorney. The main contract was
assumed by a Stevens County attorney in 2019. Generally there is no adverse issue of
representation unless we are both conflicted out.

4/3/2020 7:50 AM

38 It doesn't happen too much except for land disputes (e.g. farm leases, boundary line disputes,
etc.)

4/3/2020 7:48 AM

39 N/A 4/3/2020 7:10 AM

40 Regularly 4/2/2020 7:31 PM

41 No often 4/2/2020 7:12 PM

42 It is the single biggest issue. 4/2/2020 6:25 PM

43 you have to be thoughtful about conflicts in a small community 4/2/2020 5:47 PM

44 Sometimes I must abstain from representation. 4/2/2020 4:36 PM

45 Rarely. 4/2/2020 4:13 PM

46 Because the community is small, I often have conflicts. The biggest impact is in finding a
conflict attorney to take those cases I cannot. There aren't many public defenders available.

4/2/2020 4:02 PM
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46.81% 22

31.91% 15

23.40% 11

Q12 When you were starting out, was there a network of practitioners or
mentors that you could turn to within your community?

Answered: 47 Skipped: 1

Total Respondents: 47  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 other than my firm, not really 5/1/2020 4:44 PM

2 Yes, but I started practicing in another state. There are some other attorneys in my current
county and we can turn to each other for advice when needed.

4/30/2020 5:22 PM

3 I have been practicing law for 27 years but started my practice somewhere other than where I
now practice. But in the present community there is little to no local network for a beginning
attorney

4/30/2020 12:45 PM

4 I was fairly seasoned when I moved here. The network started seeking me out. 4/30/2020 11:41 AM

5 I practiced in another state (Alaska) when starting out. 4/30/2020 11:36 AM

6 N/A 4/30/2020 10:59 AM

7 - no, but as a later career practitioner, I was experienced in other jurisdictions already, so it
didn't really matter;

4/7/2020 12:27 PM

8 Not sure. 4/7/2020 11:30 AM

9 I worked with one other lawyer. No network otherwise. 4/3/2020 10:19 AM

10 Practiced 50 years elsewhere before moving here. 4/2/2020 7:31 PM

11 I am an experienced lawyer; there is only one other similarly experienced lawyer nearby 4/2/2020 5:47 PM

Yes

No 

Other (please
specify)
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Q13 What tools, people or programs helped you succeed in your
practice? How do you go about finding answers to questions that may

arise in your practice?
Answered: 46 Skipped: 2
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 Research. Ask attorneys in my firm. Ask other attorneys. 5/1/2020 4:44 PM

2 Mostly I had to study the statutes, WSBA practice guides and rely on my general experience.
Occasionally I consulted with other practitioners in the area and some were helpful and some
not.

5/1/2020 7:34 AM

3 I was fortunate to start practicing in a firm with several other lawyers who are good lawyers and
good people. They were very generous with their time and talent, and the senior partner of the
firm became my mentor. Invaluable.

4/30/2020 5:22 PM

4 local practitioners; research; national associations; state bar associations 4/30/2020 3:55 PM

5 WAPA 4/30/2020 1:16 PM

6 Mentors, CLE's in the community I began practicing in. 4/30/2020 12:45 PM

7 research 4/30/2020 11:57 AM

8 Westlaw is primary. I scan everything so my entire case load and prior cases are on my
computer. I use a homebrew practice management system. I'll talk things over with other
lawyers, but nothing formal. CLEs from WDA are invaluable.

4/30/2020 11:41 AM

9 N/A. Retired. 4/30/2020 11:36 AM

10 listservs, CLEs, discuss with colleagues 4/30/2020 11:17 AM

11 None 4/30/2020 11:01 AM

12 I rely entirely on the law firm in Texas for which I provide consulting services. 4/30/2020 10:59 AM

13 I have a small network of attorneys that I work with regularly and am able to reach out when
needed. I also belong to a professional/legal association that I work with.

4/30/2020 10:55 AM

14 I was a member of WACDL and WDA, and subscribed to their list serves. Those tools were
invaluable to a new public defender.

4/30/2020 10:54 AM

15 I am a senior attorney. I practiced in California for 40 years before moving to Washington 4/30/2020 10:52 AM

16 First it has been my law partner, then networking with lawyers at CLEs, the trial lawyers college,
of which I am a graduate, self-help

4/30/2020 10:50 AM

17 Started with a partner, there were other attorneys who were also willing to help, guide, teach,
etc. Washington Practice is a great resource, and then I turn to friends around the state

4/30/2020 10:38 AM

18 I contact WAPA or reach out directly to prosecutors in other Counties. 4/30/2020 10:33 AM

19 Informal networking opportunities through the local bar. 4/30/2020 10:23 AM

20 It was over 40 years ago. I consulted with other lawyers, did legal research, and observed in
the courtroom.

4/28/2020 2:05 PM

21 list serve and WAELA are very helpful 4/8/2020 11:06 AM

22 In a small town, other lawyers are generally willing to answer questions and share their
expertise.

4/7/2020 4:11 PM

23 - depending upon how "succeed" is defined, I've stayed in touch with a few thoughtful
practitioners in other jurisdictions -- ME, NY, CA, e.g. -- with whom I can consult. The issues
arising aren't usually all that WA specific, actually;

4/7/2020 12:27 PM

24 The WSBA website offered excellent practical information about starting a small practice and I
have gathered additional wisdom from a mentor and fellow practitioners.

4/7/2020 11:30 AM

25 I rely on the network I created before moving here. 4/7/2020 10:16 AM

26 The Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys. And asking my colleagues questions. 4/6/2020 12:15 PM

27 I was lucky to have two parents who were Judges and/or attorneys. I often just called up
attorneys in the area who were knowledgeable. I made a lot of use of Washington Practice.

4/6/2020 9:56 AM

28 Discussing both simple and complex issues with experienced local practitioners helps me 4/5/2020 12:27 PM
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succeed in my practice.

29 Luckily my parents are both attorneys so I usually go to them. Any of the local attorneys is
happy to answer questions. Also listservs for others practicing my type of law.

4/4/2020 1:11 PM

30 A lot of hard work 4/3/2020 5:05 PM

31 Bar association kind of, older practitioners. 4/3/2020 1:38 PM

32 N/A 4/3/2020 11:52 AM

33 at first, a handful of very generous individuals. Now that i have approximately 35 attorneys in
multiple states, i am frequently able to reach out within my firm when needed.

4/3/2020 10:57 AM

34 Washington practice! WSBA deskbooks. Other treatises. Talked with the lawyer with whom I
practice.

4/3/2020 10:19 AM

35 I practice in a very specialized area so I have a national network of attorneys that I work with
and consult

4/3/2020 8:43 AM

36 Westlaw and King County Young Lawyers practice manual 4/3/2020 8:15 AM

37 Research! Research! Research! I've been in practice for 47 years & if I can't find it I consult with
other criminal defense attorneys that I respect.

4/3/2020 7:50 AM

38 title companies, court documents, fairly quick and fairly easy access to both land records and
court filings is so important to a practice in rural areas

4/3/2020 7:48 AM

39 I reach out to connections in other counties. 4/3/2020 7:10 AM

40 Search my memory. 4/2/2020 7:31 PM

41 Fellow colleagues List-serves 4/2/2020 7:12 PM

42 Good communications and internet research have been most helpful. If I have questions I
research case law first.

4/2/2020 6:25 PM

43 35 years of experience 4/2/2020 5:47 PM

44 A local retired lawyer was helpful. For the most part, I have to make it up as I go. 4/2/2020 4:36 PM

45 The internet 4/2/2020 4:13 PM

46 Other attorneys in my community were my biggest support (and continue to be). Also
membership in groups such as WACDL. OPD has also been a great resource.

4/2/2020 4:02 PM
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Q14 When approaching retirement, what are your plans for the future of
your practice, if any?

Answered: 45 Skipped: 3
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Q18 Can you recall a situation where someone attempted to set up
practice in your community but could not sustain it? What were the

circumstances at play?
Answered: 43 Skipped: 5
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Q19 What do you think are barriers to enter the legal profession in your
community, if any?

Answered: 43 Skipped: 5
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Q20 What role, if any, do you see the WSBA playing in addressing legal
needs in rural communities?

Answered: 43 Skipped: 5
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Q21 What advice do you have for the WSBA as it seeks to support legal
services in rural communities?

Answered: 38 Skipped: 10
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Q23 Name:
Answered: 38 Skipped: 10
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38 4/2/2020 4:06 PM
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Q24 E-mail Address:
Answered: 38 Skipped: 10
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38 4/2/2020 4:06 PM




